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; Mazr, Counteſle of DozxssT; 


' the Vertuous Lady, of the 


Right Honourable, Edward 
Earle of DORSET, 


=OST Honou: 
|| red Lady: Ter 
15 not the [eaſt 


of your Ver- 


are hot proud 


of your Vertwes: which, 1f it 
"A 3 had 


rues, thatyou| 


[zIGHT HONOVRABLE 
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; The Ep 


makes mee bold to Preſent un- 


Humiliation. How happie 


were I, if I could make a Deſ- 


 \cant, anſ{werable to. Davids 


| 
| [plaineſong: but what.1s wan: 


t1Ng la.mine, your owne me 
ikktions will happily ſupply: | 


[which Cannot but be xcellene 
11-1 


being followed by the practice 


otlo Vertuous a life - - of which 


| wiſh I could as well makea| 


[Monument to remaine to all 
Poſteric ue, for their Example: 


as It will « certanay remaine ol 
your owne' Voiteritie, for. thei 
glory. 
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to You, theſe Pſalmes of Davids 


had "FTA In. FE: Angelle chat 
|fell, chey had perhaps nor fal 

| [len. And becauſe you delight | 
fo much in Humbleneſle; Ic] 
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Lord rebuke me not mm thine 


in thy hzavie as iſpleaſure! 


Have mercie npon me, 0 
Loyd, for I am Weake 3 


| Heale mee, for my bones ave troubled. 


how long? 
4 Returne, 0 Lord, and deliver my Soul 3 
fave me for thy mercaes /ake- 
5 Forin Death there is no remembrance of 
+ Bu and Who ſhall praiſe thee in the Grave? 
6 lamwea » with my ſighings all the night 
| make I my bed to ſwimme Twater my couch with 
| My teaves- 


7 Mune eye is conſumed becauſe of griefe; | 
and is Waxen old becauſe of all mine enemuess 
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anger , neither chaſten mee | 


| 3 MySoulealſois troubled but thou,1) Lord, 
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vexed , 


'$ Depart from wee all ye workers of iniqui- 


Donal houy the yoce of " we 
> DLL nd bath: be heodmy ſapplication i 


Lord bath js my prayer. 


Ho 


allmine entyites be aſhamed and fore! 
Le them turne their backes, ana bee cons. 


| founaed, ſuddenty- 


b 


_— _—— 


. > 
l D = 
[1 —_— —_— 
_ _ : —_ _ - I... — , 
- o 
pF Wo 


- . 


hs 2h 200 246 og bet Os 'F? 
And diſquifitions upon 
the Sixth P/alme. Ne”. 


; | ; 

1 My ſoulc, whar is it thou:haſt} | 

9 done? haſtthou beene ſtriving 
wich the Angell, aboutthe bo-| 
die of Moſes ? \ For. why. elſe| [2 
& SW% ſhouldſt rhou bee-afraid of the] $ 
Angels imprecarion to Sathan, when hee| 
_| trove with him abourit, The Lord rebuke| | 
thee ? Certainly-eirher the Angel was very 
milde in:his imprecation,. or [thou art very 
| ſharp in thy deprecation. But O wretch thar 
I am ! If Sathan deſerved rebuking for ſtri- 
 ving withan Angel; how much more do I de-: 
ſerve ir, for ſtriving with'the Creator of An- | 
gcis 2 and notabout taking away. the body of | | 
| Moſes, but about takipg away theglory of his| 
holy Name ? For ſuch, and ſo execrable ate| FE 
my finnes, that through them, the holineſſe of | "Þ 
Gods glorious name is blaſphemed among 
| the Gentiles. And have I not juſt cau'e then 
to feare that he will, and therefore juſt cauſeto 
pray, that he will nor, Rebuke me in his anger, 
nor chaſten mee in his heavy diſpleaſure. 
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| whom:conld * wa -6;:ra make mee lenhi bleof- | 


_ [angry, bur itisinſupportablero mee, to teele 


Ee 


| M editations and” Diqaſrone | 


ena, ugh xebyking were n imprecagion, 

ettomecir isfigtioyetcoeing I doo!” 
2; yo ona then Lacedty as. deſerve 
it £244 ſol needic for my amendment > 
: ought itho rehuking, whatamerding? whar ' 
Stn ginderd irhout thy rebuking 2 For 
{alas, the feth fdatters mec, theworld abuſerh | 
mee, Sarhan deludes mee ; and nov O' Gad, ! 

it thoualſo ſhouldſt hold thy-peace, and wink | 
at my follics, whom ſhould I have? Alas, | 


| Yar 


theirtoulenefie, If chou ſhould not tell mee, 

andrellme roundly, I wenta ſtray, how ſhould 

[ ever, alas, haw could/I cverbe broughtto: 
rettuirneinto therighe way'? To thy rebuking| 
therefore I humbly ſubmitmy lelfe 3 I know / 
thou: intendeſt it for my amendment, and nor | 
for my confufton;forimy converſion, and not 
formy ſubverſion: It may: be: bitter in the tas | 
ſting, bur is maſt comtorrablein the working : 

hard perhaps to digeſt, but moſt ſoveraigne, 

|bcing digeſted: Yer I cannor endure thon 
ſhouldtrebuke meein anger,”T cannot endure 
irin affeRion, /bur I can lefſeendureitin abili- 
tier. It js grievous to mee, to thinke thou arr} 


[thou artangry: thehand ofthine angeris hea- 

vie, and though of thy ſejfe thou be as it were: 
a ſweetly breathing ayre;yeranger maks thee a 
conſuming fire, that ifthineanzcr be kindied, 

\Y.ea; baralirtle, Bleflcd are all they char put 
(their truſt inthee., | 
| When 
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| 100 indulgent a father? Ely indeed rebuked 


"apo OA xth Palme: \ 


+"! When I confider with-my ſelfe-them 
henbatervEs fayours, A HOUR 
ſafed unto mee; arid conſider Wirhall; how 
lictle ufe, how ill afel have made of thim all, 
though I know T have juftl: deſerved thy re- 
biking, yet my hope' is Rill, thou wiltadde 
this Evour alſo, nocro- e<biaks meinthinean- 
ger: but when I thinke , how unkinde athing 
thy rebuking is, but how terriblea thingthine 
ate er 13;” when F thinke, what a paincit isto 
43 thee chiaſterimec, but what adeathir is, 


[ fall a trembling in all my joynts, and never 
chink I can make haſte enough toſay, andro 
fay with fighinz;'O Lord; rebuke mee nidt in 
thineanger, neither haſten mee inthy heavie 
difpleaſure. ' 


rebuked his ſonnes © for hee rebuked his ſons 
fortheir ſinnes, and yerno anger appeared” in 


pattern for God? btc -20ſe God i is 4 loving 
F2rher, wilt thourhercftore make him like Et, | 


his fonnes with arod , buth-e made hisrod'bf 
Roſesand Violets: hee rebuked them for fins 
of preſumprion,as if they had been bur. fins'of 
infirmity: heerebuked them for finies'of wil. 
tulteffe, as if they had beene bur fines ofig- 
norance: and what wasthis, bur inſtead of 


topping them 1 in their race, To 2dderathera 


tohavetheechaſten mee in diſpieaſurc; then | 


But why may not God rebuke mee, aSE#|. 


him at all. O my ſoule, wil:thou m.ike E/fa| 


ſtrikingthem, to ftroakethem , andinftead of} 
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I; | buked'not his ſonnes in his anger * I deny nor 


| ger.z or rather! acknowledge they juſtly pro. 
| voke thine anger: bur alas, O Lord, if thou 


ger, as though I thoughtthat God could bee 


| ftons of infirmicie-? Is not anger a defetin | 


| M editations and Diſquſitio zions 


(p1 purre unto them? And wasit not for this;chat 
| God rebiked £17-in his anger, becauſe E/: re- 


| O God, but that my finnes deſerve thine an. 


 ſhouldeſt enter into judgement with thy ſer-| 
.vants, what fleſh were able to ſtand before 
thee, andnor bee conſumed © O vile finne of 
mine, enough to pur patience itſ{clfe into cho. 
ler, ableco anger a faint, nay,even the King 
ot ſaints. That if thou O God, ſhouldeſt re- 
bukemecinthine anger, if chaſten meein thy 
 heavie diſpleaſure, I could not ſay, bur that 
thine anger were. lenitic, and thy diſpleaſure, 
mildneſle. 

| But what boldnefſe of language i is this in 
| ſpeaking to God 2 am Inot worthy of rebuke, 
for praying God, notto rebuke mee in his an- 


gf y* For, is not anger a paſſion of humane 


infirmitie, and will Imake God ſubjetto paſ | 


[ 


reaſon is? notSZod a Pons: above reaſon ? 
and can there bee defeRt perteRion * 


can there bee paſſion in kia, that is Pars | 


| Adtus * Bur 151t not, chat angerin God is not | 
a paſſion, but an aRion, nor a defee, butan| 
| fe: for then is God ſayd to bee angry, when: 
he puts his judgements in execution, when his. 
rebukings tend not to converſion, but roconfu- 


is fi on : ; when his mcrcy attempersnot the rigour| 
of 
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upon the fixth Pſalme. \ | of | 


of his juſtice. Ohthen, rebuke mec-O Gods 
but nor in thine anger; rebuke me as thoudidft 
,  ItheNzwevrites, whoat thy rebuking repented 
and were converted : bur rebuke mee not as 
thou didſt Pharaoh, whohardned his heart at 
thy rebuking, and. was confounded. It thou 
O God, ſhouldfſt rebuke mee inthine anger, 
| ſhould more have an eye to thy rod, 
then give an care to thy lefſon: } ſhould bee 
more terrified with thine anger, then edified | 
with thy rcbuking, and ſhould be made unca- > 
pable of thy dodrine, with theterror of thy 
reaching: for I,alas, am as anayleunderthe] | 
bo orkmans hamme r, berter drivenin with gen-/| 


tle ftroakes, then with hard blowes : 08 ther. | 


ſuch fn notes, as anger and: obbling are, 
| [can never make any pleaſing mulicke, if thy 
| mcetrogethcr,/ Anger in rebuking, makes the 

watertroubled,andrthick tharſhould be drunk 2} 
cleere, makesthe Ayre ſultry, and hor, that | 
hould be breathed in cold ;exrremely both'of Þ- | 
them unwholelometorthe bodv: and ſeeing}. | 
tchon inteadeſt my healch, and ſeeks nottro|} 
make mce ſicke, | Lec 'nor anger enflame thy? | 
| r:buking' O God,thar fo theayre of ir I may | 
tkeinthecoolerthar.othe wartcrofir 1 may]. 4 
Grinktheclecrer. I, ils, am rSanirrowmous | 
[thcd vellc}l 10 the bind ofthe drawer, berter 
| = {vik *Ghui0h ſotrippourin: 2 iv,then with poring | c 
mm haſtily, v bich commprnly tpills morerthon's 
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y,) Pryrorenees wy Difquiſitions 


itfills::and ſeeing thiy:rebukingi is 190 Preciotis.: 
a liquor to-bee: fptir, 40: poure, tt:1n-withrhe' 1 


 ſottly;hand of paticoce, and not withche ha- 
{tie hand of anger z' that ſoit may rhe {goner 
61,6 the bertereriter wichout ſpilling,into this 
narrow mouthed-vefiell of my cmprie ſoule. 
Thy rebuking O God, is co mee as thunder, 
but thine anger is as lightning - and is it note- 
nough, that "thou rerrifte my ſoule wick the 


| thunder of thy rebuking, bucthouwilcaltoſer 


this axe of my fleth on fire with the light- 
ning ofthineanger? Thy rebuking of icſelfe 
1S4 precious Balme, bur mixt withanger, mos 
oa Corroſive:; O keepe thy Corrotivesy! ft 

God, forſuch hardied hearts as Pharaohs was; 
Apply to mee onely the ſimple Ralme of thy 
rebuking , and let it not have any mixtureart 
all of thy Corroding angerin it. Whatthough 
[ have offended thee with ſts of anger,-mint 


|rhou needs take revenge,intheſame kind thou 
| art offended 2 and if needs thou muſt doeſo , 


why maiſt thou not: then rake revenge of. my 


|finnes in+ thy-good pleaſure, ſeeing I have of- 
| fended thee as much with finnes of pleature? 


Thoudidſ walke in Paradiſe with our firſt Pa- 


rents, in the coole of the day, whenthehcate 


ofthe ſunne was over , and this made thy pre- 
ſence as cheertull, as »lorious: Vouchlſate O 


God,todeale fo with mee, rebuke mee in the: 


coole of thy Spirir, when the heat of thine an- 
ger isover-paſt ; forelſcalas, it maybe glort- 
ous, but cannever be comforcable. 
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Bur ifrebuking mein thine anger; beſo bir- | 
tera Potion, what is it then, to chaſten meein} 
thineindignation? for wherethe worſt ofchy ” 
| rebuking in anger, is but threatning of puniſh-| 
| ment-the beſt of thy ehaſtening inindignatis; | V 
is1nfliting of puniſhment:and thouha ſtrong i 
heart may perhaps endure ſuch threatnings, | | 
yer no ſtrength of heart isableto beare ſuch in- 
flitings, Ic is terror enough cohearethee bur | 
chide, but to fcele theeftrikeg and that with | 
{troakes of indignation, what power of any | 
creature is abletoendureirt? Iagske not, thou | 
wouldſt nor chaſten mee: this were to aske, | 
thou wouldſt not love mee; for whom thou | 
lovcſt, thou chaſtencft; and: would I loſe thy | | 
| love, for any chaſtening? O gracious God, 
chaſten meein what manner, with what mea- 
ſure cthoupleaſeſt: .chaſtey met as:thow'didſ | 
Lazarus, by making himlye forhungeriar D#-| | 
ves gate: chaſten-me as thou didſt 796, by ma. 20 
king him lye with ſores upon the dunghill: C 
| chaſten mee, as thou did{t Daniel, by making | 
him beec iſt intorhe Lions denne : but then | 
 chaſten mein love, and not in indignation; for 
thy chaftening in love, thoughir paine, yet it | 
| healesz thoughit bruiſe, yztir comforts: 'Thy | | 
rod &thy ſtaff, they comforrme; burthy'cha»| | 
ſtening in indignation, is paine without hope, 
ISbruiſing in deſpaire,or rather not a paine but] _ 
atorment; nota bruiſing, bur a breaking : that | 
no miſery can bee comparable to this chaſte-|| | 
ning, to be chaſtened in glune indignation. ; 


| C Cha v/ 
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o | Meditations and 


Diſquifitions 

 --\Ctaſtening and love may well bee matchc 
{r20gether,, they are like to 7acob and Rachel, 
 [rhoughrhere be feven yeares of ſervice more, 
yet Rachel will bee had at la't: butchaſtening 
and indignation arc as badly matchr as may 
bee. for chaſtening enclinesroconverſion,and 
indignationis wholy bear upon contufion; oh 
therefore, matchrhy chaſtening wirh love, and 
| not with indignation, that'ſo, at leaſt, I may 
| come at laſt, to enjoy my Rachel, that is, thy 
favour: Chaſtening and love, may lodgeboth 
| togetherinthe bowels of a father, bur indig- 
nationcomesnot where bowels are: and how 
then, 0 God,canſt thou chaſten me inindigna-. 
tion, but thou-muſt as it were disbowell thy | 
ſelfe, and utterly abandon the name of a Fa 
\ther? and ſhall any thing make thee to leave 
that Name? Iknow, O'God, it isa name ſo | 
 deare untothee, ' that I hope 1ſhallcommitno | 
ſuch finne; and ſuffer meenotO God,tocom- 
mitany ſuch finneas ſhall ever be ableto make 
thee abandon it. Indeed here, where wee call | 
|thee Lord, indignation may appeare, and bee | 
bold ro ſhew it felfe: bur when wee cometo | 
name thee Father, indignation muſt be gone, 
and never preſume to come in place, If thy 
chaftening bee intended for reforming, or for 
poliſhing, whar wouldſtthou doe with indig- 
nation, that tends toaboliſhings And ifthou 
\ | chaſten whom thouloveſt, and then deſtroy 
whom thou chiſteneſt ; whar difference will 
there bee berweene thy indignation, and thy 
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upon thefexcthPſalme.\ (| 


mercy ©  Oh1crnor thy chaſtening, which 6] 
ordaincd to be a rod forthy chileren, be made 
2 knite to ſlaughterthy Children: * Conſider, 
O God, 1 am buta port made of brittle Clay, 
thatifthy hand hold not a remperin (triking, 
Iſhall ſoone bee broken, and bearenin pieces, 
and then thy workmanſhip will bee defaced. 
And ſhall it ever bee ſiyd of thee, that with 
one hand thou makeſt , and wirth/ the” other 


title it is, to bee a deſtroyer: rhy title isto bee; 
a Creator: and ſhall 1 findeno more favour at 
thehands ofa Crearor, then I mightloy eto 
findeatthehandsofa deſtroyer? _ 
' Alas, my ſonle, -Iknow full well; itwerea 
grievous caſe for mee, 'if God ſhould Tethis 
chaſtening and his indignation joyne toge- 
ther, and aſſaylemee withthem bothar once; 
but how ſhall I doeto keepe them» aſunder ? 
Have I afry Moſes to ſtand for meein the'gap?? 
Bl: fed be thy glorious Name, O God: I have 
indced a greaterthen Moſes, even him, whom | 
thou didſt'chaſten in-thy heavie difpl-aſurez 
to the end thou mightſtnot chaſten meeinthy 
keavic diſpleaſurez for his agonie of cryin; 
My God, My God, why haſt thou forſaken 
mee; gives mce boldnefle to cry, and conh- 
dence in crying, My 'God, My God), - have 
tnercy upon mee? - This'T know" will helpe; 
when all other helps fayle. But what have Tin 


hand deſtroyeſt? Remember O God, whoſe 


my ſelfe to plead, why God thould notcha- 


ſten meein his heaviediſpleaſures Can Tſay; 
I Ca: = 
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Verſe 2. 


| even provoked himto.docit? Alas, O God, 


| nefle fora Plea? weak indeed with men, who 


| areevergoing over where the hedge 1s loweſt; 
| dut-no weake Plea with God , whole mercy 


Meditations and Diſquifitons 


I have nordeſcrvedit? Orcan I ſay I have not 


T have nothing in'thee to flie to, but onely 
thy mercy; nothingin my ſelfeto 'plead, bur 
onely my weakneile ; Have mercy upon mee, | 
Q God, tor Lam weake. 

i, Butjs not this a weak Plea, to alleage weak- 


commonly tread hardeft upon the weakeſt,and | 


is 6ver readic upon all occafi ons, and then 
moſt, when there ts moſt need : and ſecing 
there is greateſt need, where there is greateſt 
weakneſle, therefore no Plea with God fo 
ſtrong astchis; Have mercy upon me, Q God, 
for Lam weake. 

But why fhould David pray for mercy to 
eipe his weakneſle ? for what can mercy do? 
Aercy can but pitty his weakaes, itis ſtrength « 
thar muſt relieveic.Butis ir nor, thatmercy, I 
may fa i is as the ſteward of Gods houſe,and 
Hathehe gommand of all hehath: tha if wiſe- 
 dom@be wanting for direion,mercy can pro- 
cureit. Ifjuſtice be wanting for detence, Mer- | 
cy can obtain it:It ſtrength be wanting for ſup- 
port, Mercy can command'ir: and therefore | 
| no Plea ſo perte ro-beeurged with God, as 
this, Havemercy upon mee, O God, for 1 am| 


K if Fo ſhould David make his weakneſſe 
rob {erp God for mercy? iO is nOt Weak: | 
"= _hiefſe 
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| 


| 


| indignation, O God, be layd upon Pharash, 


weaknes ſufficient ca 


[ —— OE. C3 might . 


apon the fixth Fſalme. 
nefſean c# of ſinne ?''and can God love the 
effect, when hee hates the cauſe? bur it is 


_—_ 


not the weakenefle in Dawid that God loves, | 


bur the acknowledging of his weakneffe: for 
what is this, bur the true humility? and who 


knowes not in how high account ſuch hu- | 


mility is with God, ſecing it is indeed of 
this wonderfull condition, that though no- 
thing beſo low, yctnothing reachethſo high, 
and therefore no morive ſo fit to move 


God, as this; Have mercy upon mee, O| 


God; for 1 am weake: Mercy indeed looks 
downe upon no objetſo dircAly, as upon 
weakeneflez and weakeneſſe .lookes up to; 
no objeR- fo direaly as to mercy : and 


rherefore they cannot chuſe but meere, and|. 


meeting, not chuſe but embrace each 0- 
ther. Mercy, weakneſſeas her Clyent; ' weak- 
neſle, Mercy as her Patron: thatno Plea cah 
bee with God fo ſtrong, asthis , Have mercy 
upon mee, O God, for Iam weake. Let thy 


and ſuch as truſt in their ſtrengths, for upon 
them thou maiſt get thee honour:* but''alas, 
what honour can bee gotten, by pour 
thy indignation upon ſo weake a Crea 
tureas I am? Fhy honour ſhall bee as much | 
to ſuppott my weakneſſe by thy mercys| 
as to abate their pride, by thine indigna- | 
tion. 
But whatthough David be weak? 15 every | 
uſeco run to God about? 


ca 


FT 
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| fort my ſpirits, 


[thy burthen to the bearer? wilt thou loadea 


Seca: for God co ſpare him 2 forhow came 


land therefore layes not his Plea inthe Court 
_ of Gods juſtice, but of his mercy; for his m-r. 
[cie, he knoweth, hach bowells of compaſho:; 
| |and will not alwaies bee ruled by rigour; bur 


\'Y Cl (-M, cduations =y Diqaſn cons of 


| | mighr henot take Reſtoratives -2nd Cordialls, | 


and ſuch other comfortablethings,and ſo belp | | 


| his weakneſſe withone going to-Goads O my: 


ſoule,whatcomfort.isina Cordiall,it ic be not 
of Gods making? whatſtrengrth in a Reſtora-» 
tive, if it be not of Gods giving ? No,Q Lord, 

thy mercy is the only reſtorative that can help 
my weakneſſe; the true Aqua Ce/eſts, to com- 


I know, O God, thou ſweetly diſpoſeſt all 
things both in weight and meaſure; Thou con- 
ſidereſt man that he is but duſt;, Thou knoweſt 


of-my weakneſſe ? wilt thou, not proportion 


Gnat, as thou wouldſt loade a Camell? Oh 
haye mercy upon mee, O- God, and conſider 
my weakneſle, for lam weake. 

But why ſhould David make his weiknedor 


hee by his weakneſle ? was it not by his owne 
Giſorder ? andthen, if bis weaknefle be one of 
hisfaulcs; hath not God juſtcauſetoſtrike him 
theharder for his weaknefle? It ſcemes,indeed, 

that David cannot deny but that he deſerves it, 


finding contrition, will have a regard of weak- | 


| Ineſſe, And: indeed, ſccing, the: end of Gods 


mee, that[am a worme, and nomanz andcan | 
| lirthen berhau ſhouldſt have no conf deration 


..- Cha- 


» 


"upon the xth Pſalme. 
chaſtening is but to piece up my breaches, 
| why ſhould hee ſtrike 10 hard, to break meein 
pieces. | 
But are therenot ſome men,that feignthem- 
| to beſelvespoore, when yetrhey be rich, be- 
cauſe they would pay butalittlerribure £-And 
may not David be {uch a one,feign himſelfero 
bee weake, when perhaps hee was ſtrong, be- 


chaftening ? But never have ſuch athought of 
David: tor heare him what hee ſayes farther: 
Heale mce, for. my bones are troubled, and 
ſurely, it his bones bee troubled, hee may well 
bee atlowedtoſay heeis wearke. For if there 
be any flrengthin our bodies,itis in ourbones: 
they are both ableſt to withſtand harme, and | 


fore any trouble can come to them, irmuſt 
paſſe theskinne, the fleſh, the membranes, and 
#}} other parts, thatif oncethe bones cometo 
bee troubled , wee may juſtly ſay, Res redti? 
a4 Triarios , the matter is come to the height 


trouble in his bones, had juſt cauſe to corh- 
plaince of weakneſle, and toſay; Healemee, © 
God, for my bones are troubled. Diſtempers 
and infirmiticsare ever more hard, or cafie to 
becured, as theyare ſeated in parts,more hard | 
 oreafie to be wrought upon: and therefore di- 


to becured, more hardinthe humours, burin 


cauſe hee would have God to ſpare himinhis | 


fartheſt removed out of harmes way that be. | 


| of extremity: Andtherefore, David finding | 


ſtempers inthe ſpirits,are ofal other thecafieſt | 
hen they | 


the ſolid'parts' hardeſt of all, fot t 
be. ttat 2 
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grow to bee HeRick; and ſuch, in allaccount, 


| are ſcarſe held curable: and ſecing of all che 


| folid parts the bones are the moſt ſolid, and 
theretore diſcaſesin them the hardeſt robucu- 
red; David had juſt cauſe to call ro. God for 
helpe; andto ſayz; Heale mee, O God, formy 
bones are troubled. If the beames ofa houſe | 


| bee unſ-und and ſhikea, how is it pothible the 


houſe ſhould ſtand , and as little isit poſkble, 
that this body. of mine ſhould bee ſaved froin 


| 


| ruine: if my bones which arethe beams of ut, 


be out of order, and croubled. 
Rutiftherrouble ofthe bones be ſo incura« 
ble, is it not preſumption in- Dawid to lay; 
Heale.me, O God, tor my bones arc troubled: 
being as if he ſhouldſay, cure me, O God,for 
| Iam paſtallcure,and ſo tempt God, with def. 
ring him to do a worke thatis impoſſible 7 Bur 


115 4t_nor, that. David: knowes to whom hee 


Ipeakes 2 - hee knowes hce ſpeaks not to Galen, 
orto Hippocrates, hee knowes hee ſp2akes not 
to &/calapizs, orto Apollo, but hee ſpeakesto 
him that is a tranſcendent to all theſe: 
Oneto whom, not only nothing isimpoſſible, 
but to whom all impoſſible things are no- 
thing. It were indeed an unreaſonablerequeſt 


- -[intheeye of Nacure, .but very warcaſonable. 


intheeyeot Faith: (ecing Faith indeed is then 
moſt reaſonable, when moſt itisabove all rea- 
ſon; which therefore-made Avraham, the 
Father of the faichfull, becauſe contrary. to 


| hope, hee belicved in hope, that God would 


_ make 
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| makehimſucha father. And indeed moſt pro” 


perly then it growes to bee a cure for God, 
when in mans judgement it'is growneincura- 
| ble: as Chrift would not go to heale Lazarus 
untill hee was dead, and had beenefouredaies 
; buried, -thereby perhaps to prepare beliefe 
tor his owne reſurreRion: ſeeing it might well 
bee believed hec could riſe himſelfe thethird 
day, who had raiſed another after fouredaies, 
| Never therefore fear, my ſoule, to ſay with 


for the time will come, when hee ſhall heale 
thee, not onely when thy bones beetroubled, 
bat when they bee mouldred away into duſt 
| and powder: for. even then hee will gather 
up, 'and ſerve for beamstothis bodice ofthine, 
asnow they doe. Fa 

But how can the bones bee troubled, ſeeing | 
| they have no ſenſe 2. foritisthe fleſh and the 
membranes that feele the pain, the bones feele 
none. Oh then conſider how great my trou- 
ble is, which ſtrikes a fenſe of paineinto my 


very parts that are not ſetfible, 


And now, it would bee comfort indeed to 


| have my bones healed,if when they were hea- 


led, I mightthen. beeat quietz bur alas, what 
comfort-is it now to bee healed of their trou- 


| ble, when Gods chaſtening hand purſues me 


ſtill, and layes more, and greater troubles up- 
on mee continually 2 for though the trouble 


of the bones beethe height'of croublez . yer it 
> my TO 


por the xth Pſalme, | 
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| P«vid, Heale me, for my bones aretroubled: | 


them together againe, and make them ſtand} 


Ma 
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75 but the trouble of the bodieg my ſoule all | | 
this while hath beene at quiet, but now my 


| 


\ 


ſoule it ſelfeis rronbled alſo, and ſo extremly 


- ]rroubled, that I feele ir, and feele icſenſibly, 


in all rhe parts of my ſoule; I feele itin my | 


| memory, when Iremember the grievous fins 


I havecommitted : I feeleit in my underſtand= 


| ing , when I conſider thy glorious Majeſty, 


whom I have offended: I feeleit in my will, 


_ | whenTIthinke upon the terrour of thy diſplea- 


ſure which I have incurred. If the trouble 
were but in this or that part onely: I might 
yet finde comfort in theother: but now that 


| every part of my ſoule, now thatall my whole 


ſouleistroubled, and extremly troubled Alas, 


| But can the ſoule bee troubled? is it not a 
ſpirituall ſubſtances and are nor all earthly 
things too groſle, to trouble that whichis a 
[ ſpirit? They ſhould bee ſo indeed, andthey 
| would be ſoindeed, if theſoule had herright. 
Butalas, while wee live here, the ſoule is bur 
an Inmatetothe bodie, and therefore the bo- 
dy crowes overit,as being uponits own dung- 
hill, and makes us all ofkinneto Martha, trou- 
bled about many things, when bnt ane is need- 
full. And yertheſe benot the things that tron- 
[ble the noble ſoule, notthe ſoule of David. 
In matters indeed between the World and us, 
[the ſoule is forced to looke downe upon the 


| earth, as upon that which ſuſtainesir, and ifir 


= ———— 


now I may truly ſay, was ever ſorrow, like my 
I{orrow, was evertroublelikethis of mine ?_ | 


| 


| 


finde| 
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finde a want there, it findes' withall atrouble 
indeed z butatrouble to the body onely : or 
| iftothe ſoule, butinthe bodies behalfe, which 
is not mach: That which properly croubles 
|the foule , is the propertrouble of the ſoule, 
and is onely in matters berweene God and us: 
and in matters: of this nature, it lookes up to 
heaven, for thereindeed is the ſoules freehold: 
and if that inheritance bee once queſtioned, 
then the ſoule findesit ſelfein trouble preſent- 
ly, and ſo extremely troubled: that where the 
trouble of the body, is but the bodie of trou- 
ble, this troubleof the ſoule is, I may ſay,the 
ſoule of trouble: and is not this inheritance 
queſtioned, it Godfall once to rebuke meein | 
hisanger? Forſecing the inheritance is but a 
meere gift proceeding from his fayourz how 
can [ expeRit, if Ibe1n bis diſpleaſure? When 
I was inmy greateſt weakneſte, yer my bones 
afforded mce atleaſt ſome ftrengthz and when 
my bones weretroubled, yet my ſoule was 
able torake care oftheir curing - but nowthat | 
my ſoule it ſelte is troubled : Alas, O God, 
who is there bur thy ſelfe onely , of whom 1 
can hope forany comfort? and therefore, O 
Lord, How long £ How long wiltthou let me 
lye languiſhing in my weaknefſe * How long 
wilt thouſuffer meto ſtruggle with oppreſſion? 
How long wilt thou ſee the extremity of my | 
miſery, and not relieve mee? Thou indeed 
inhabiteſt Eternity , and no time to thee 1s 


either ſhort, or long; þut I alas, am a ſubjeR 
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 ] of times,and nothing ſo much tyrannizerh o- 


| fouile is a free ſpirit, and is with nothing ſo 


[ſo much vexed, as with thraldome : and in 


| ſtrained ofherliberry £ How long ſhall I lye 


£ 


vere, as thistyranr time:and ſpecially when 
irjoynes with miſery : for then, asa thouſand 
ycares are with thee but as a day, fo aday with |. 
mee is as athouſand yeares: Meaſure me not 
therefore by thy ſtandard of Eternity , but 
meaſure mee by the ſtandard of time - And 
then O Lord, How long ? How long ſhall thy 
chaſtening hand lye heavie upon mee? How 
long wilethou poure upon mee the vialls of 
thine indignation £ How long ſhall myſoule 
bee kept from her truc-inheritance, which 1s, 
to beare a partin the conſort of Angels? My 


much delighted, as with liberty; with nothing 


thraldome alas, in miſerable thraldome, 
is my ſoule detained : and therefore, O Lord, 
Howlong © How long ſhall my toule bee re. 


oroaning in the dungeon of captivity * How 
long ſhall nodate bee ſer, to give a period to 
my thraldome ? My ſoule, 1 may ſay, tis all 
heart, and therefore every trouble it fteeles, 
muft needsgotothe heart, yet none ſo deepe 
as this, that I am forced to cry to thee out of 
the deepe, and cannot yet aſcend out of this 
vale of mifery : Andtherefore, O Lord, how 
long « How long ſhall I live inthe death of 
this feare, the feare of death ? How long ſhall 
I defire to bee diffolyed , that being reunited 
againe, I may never more bediſſolved * p80 
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 apon the fixth Pſalme. 
long ſhall my immorrall ſoule bee kept from 
the poſſeſſion of her immortality, from the 
immortality of her poſſeſſion £7 If the Saints | - 
in heaven, who now. tread time under their 
teer, doe yet continue! this queſtion ſtill, to 
aS5k How long? How long, O Lord, holy, and 
true, wiltthou not avenge our blood onthem 
that live in the earth; Is it mervaile, that I 
| who live under the tyrannie of time, ſhould 
beginne this queſtion , . to, as ke how long & | 
How long, Q Lord, mercifull, and juſt, wilt 
thounot avenge me on theworld, and ſathan, 
for the wrongs they have done mee? How | 
long ſhall I bee kept trom ſaying, O Death, 
whereis thy ſting, O grave, whereisthy victo. 
ries? Howlong ſhall the Angell withthe fla- 
ming ſword,keepe mee trom entring againe in- 
to Paradiſe? Whereis the morning of joy I 
[promiſed to-my ſelte, when I aid, forrow may 
bee inthe evening, bur joy commethin the 
. | morning? For how many evenings, how ma- 
ny tedious nights of ſorrow have I endured, 
and yet canſceno morning of joy,no-dawning 
of morning toward ? Where istherruth of thar 
Aphoriſmez Dolor þ gravis, Brevs, tor what 
dolourſogrievousasthis of my ſoule, and yer 
O Lord, how long? How long ſhall I ſtand 
complaining,and ſay: my ſouleis troubled? Is 
ir nor, that I ſhall never ceaſeto ſay, my ſoule 1s 
troubled, till he return again, who once ſaid | 
for me, that his ſoule was troubled : For alas, | 
bis ſoule ſhould newer: haye bcene troubled, 
| =_ but 
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hs | 
but to take away, amongſt others, the trouble 
of mine: ſeeing hee is the ſacrifice for all our 
ſinnes, and with his ſtripes weare healed. And 
now therefore, O Lord, howlong 2 How long 
wilt thou turne away thy face , and not ſhew 
me again thelight ofthy countenance ? How 
long wiltthou abſentthy ſelf from me,and not 
afford me the joy of thy preſence How long 
wilt thou bee going ſtill farther from mee, 
and not ſo much as once offer to returne* | 
Oh returne at laſt and deliver my ſoule, 
ſave mee for thy mercies ſake; for alas, | 
O Lord, all my troubles are come upon | 
mee, becauſe thou wentſt from mee ; all my 
orievanceis long of thineabſence: for as long 
as thou wert with mce, and that I had thy pre- 
ſence, my ſoule was atquict , my bones were 
|atreſt; and Ienjoyed then aſweeteandplea- | 
| [ſing calme overall my parts: but as ſoone as 
thou deparredſt from mee, and didit but turn | 
away thy face; my calme was preſently turned | 
{into a tempeſt, a violent tempeſt of thunder 
and lightening: Thunderofthy rebuking,and 
lighrening ofthineanger : thatifthou ſtay noc 
thy hand from chaſtening, and return the ſo0- 
ner, I ſhall never bee able to hold out living, 
|totaſte ofthy mercie. Saint Peter was never 
{o neere drowning , when' hee cried out to 
Chriſt, Lord fave-mee, or elſe I periſh - as 
David is now neere linking in thepit of perdi- 
tion, if God returne not ſpeedily, and deliver 
his ſoule. But what ſpeake I of David, as 
-- = though 


earneſt * orcanT finde a better way of ſaving, 


| though my ſoul were atthe pits brink,and rea- 


| tO mee, tomake mee returneto thee, a retur- 
. {Ding fromthine anger tothy paticnce, from 


| defireand ſue for. 


upon the fixth Pſalme. 


chough it were normy owne caſe £ and if my | 
danger bee asgreat, ſhall not my prayer be as 


thenthy returning No, O Lord; forifthou 
returne, Iam ſure thou wilt not, I knowthou 


whenitcomes, Iknow it cannot, I am ſure it 
will not ever ſuffer it to bee perdition : For 


dictofall in, yet even then would mercie 
put forth her hand and ſave mee. @=—_ 
Thonrequireſt mee to returnetothees and 
alas, O Lord, howcan I, ifthou returne not 
ro mee firſt 2 can I cometothee, unleflethou 
draw mee? and canſt thoudraw meeto thee, 
ifthou withdraw thy ſelfe from mee ? I know 
thou returneſt continually, to diſpoſe and or- 
der the Occonomie of thy creatures: but this 


which I deftre;, I know thou:returneſt often 
to viſit and judgethe finnes of the world , as 
thoudidſt at Sodome : but this returningis in 


turning for my turn; butthou hafta returning, 
in Grace and favour, when thou returneft 


thine indignation to thy loving kindneſſe- 
and this isthe returning which I fo carneſtly 


| But O my ſoule, before God returneinthis, 
 mannerto thee, thaumuſt looke to heare him. 


ar——" 


canſt not leavethy mercy behind: and mercie | 


returning is1in thy providence, and isnot that | . 


thy juſtice, and therefore, neither is this re- | 
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expoſtulate withtheein this manner: Alas m 
Creature, what haſt thou done, ro bring theſe 
troubles upon thy ſelte 7 Did 1 not make thee 
athrit aſound bodice, and did I nor giveira 
ſtrong conſtitution £ and hew happens it now 


that-thy;bones ſhould bee troubled s Did I 


notbreatheinto ira perteR ſoule, andegave it 
endowments, after mine owne image ?. and 
how comesit now to bee ſo quite out of order, 
and ſocleane bereft of all my graces? Thou 
wilt perhaps anſwer; Iris true O Lord, my 


chuſe, ſceingthou tookeſt one of them away 
from mee, which thou gaveſt mee art firſt ? 
My 1oule -alfo is troubled : and how can it 
chuſe , feeing thou didſt ſuffer the Serpent in 
Par aa:ſe to diſturb and trouble it ? But may 
not God then juſtly reply , I took one of thy 
bones trom thee indeed:, bat it was to make 


arſe indeed, burit was to try thee, for thy bet- 
ter perteRingz and when Iſaw thee ſo fooliſh. 
ly hurtthy ſelfe withthy helper, and ſo cafily 
| wonne trom mee by a Tempter ; had I not 
[juſt cauſe to. leave rhee tothem, for whom 


Wo thou lefreſt me? and now forlorne wretch, 


| what haſt thou to ſay, unleſſe thou have leave 
tolayz Return, O Lord, anddeliver my ſoule, 
| {avemee for thy mercies ſake. - 

| Burwhat more neceflity is there of Gods 
rerurning to deliver his ſfoule, then there was 
before to heale his bones'? andin that caſe be 


A 
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bones are troubled': and how can they | 


thee an helper: 1 ler inthe Serpent into Para-| 
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_ upon the fixth Palme, \\ \. | 


ſpake nota word of returning: and why ſhould 
hee more imporrune it now ?  I& it nor, that 
maay diſcaſes may be wellenoughcured, one- 
ly by relation of ſymptomes,though the Phy- 
{tian come not where the patient"is': 'and| 
of this ſort it ſeemes was the healing of his 
| bones :-bur to deliver his foule; is of another 
nature , and requires perhaps a fceling the 
pulſe, perhaps, an inſpeRion of rhe patient: 
and therefore noremedie, here butthe Phyſi- 
tion muſt himſelte bee preſenr. 
Bur is it enoughto-makeſuite to Godin ge. 
nerall terms, to-pray him to deliver my ſoule, 


Canany man thinke that God will returne-up- 
on ſouncertainean occafion? Alas, O Lord, 
| 1tis notrunknown to thee, that my cr deliver 


| noclothes: and therefore, it isnottodeliver]] 
| 1tfrotm nakednefſe - my ſouleſneeds no-mear, 
 andtherforeiris nottodeliveritfrom hunger: 
| myſoule- is never eld, and rchereforeir is not 
todeliverictrom the wrackes of time; buric 
isindeed to deliverir from trouble: and whar 
itis that can trouble my ſoule, rhon knoweſt - | 
for my ſoulcisthy ſeryant, depznding wholy 
_ þ upon thy favour., and having offended thee, 
| deſires tobcedelivered from all-feare of thine 
| anger + My ſoule was at firſt a free ſpirit, but 
is 80w becomea bondflave toſinne, and there | 
| fore defires to, bee delivered/from:this bon- 
| dage: My ſonle 1s it ſelfe immorteall; bur 1s. 
| troubled here with — body,and —y 
ore 
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fore deſires to bee delivered from this bodit 


and thetrainethat ſfinne drawes after it, from 
. which'I defire my foule ſhould; bee delivered. 
And therefore:rerurne, O Lord, and deliver 
my -1ſoule; ſave mee forthy mercies ſake. 

-- But O my ſoule, with what reaſoncanſt 


| thee +: for who would bee willing tocome to 
|-0ne in trouble, as thou arr, leſt hee pay for 
- | his comming, with drawing a trouble upon 
bimſelfe 2 and ifhee ſhould returne and come 
|| unto. thee, wouldſt thou bee ſo ſatisfied ? 
wouldſt thou nor preſently bee importuning 
him for further favours « Hee muſt helpe thee 
inthy troubles; He muſt helpe thee out of thy 
| rroubles; or thou wouldſt never bee at quiet, 
:Andisita ſmall matter to delivera ſoule out 
oftrouble * Do ſoules uſe to bee troubled for 
trifles ? and were he not better thento endurc 
:thy importuniry for his returning, then being 
rreturned , to bee troubled with importuaitic 


- frighted with theſe vaine objections: for, is 
| beingrronbled : Is henot the God of mercy; 
the workes of mercie © Is it not his delight to 


bec, Is itnot his title ro bee called; Is not his 
glory ro bee counred'a deliverer ? and is any 


thou expect thar God ſhould ever returne to | 


for thy deliverance ? - But O my ſoule, benot| 
| Godlike man , that hee ſhould bce afraid of 


and canit bee a trouble'to his mercie, to doc] 


deliverance ſofir forhismercie, ſo. worthy of 
his mercic, as dcliverance of ſoules? Alas, 


| 


of death: and in effe@ it is all bur finne, | 


| 
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/ 


i 


| 


| butchon ſhalt doe aninfiniteworke 


| ingof ſogreara matter ?: Ohreturne;O God; 


may ling with Moſes : Thon,O. God;'art my 


[curning isicſelfeadetiverance. The onclyttur- 
| doth that light ſhine apon my ſoule.; bur all 
| theclouds that darkenedir, are preſently dif 
| areinſtantly healed. Butrhough deliverance! 
{norinarebuking, or in achaftening diſpoſii- 


'on -* for if hisanger continue ſtil};» wereitnor 
{| better for mee; hee ſhould tarry away?! arid: 


O Lord, it is aſmall worke fortheeto return; 


—— 


by thy re» 
turning: for thou thalr deliver my ſoule out 
oftrouble, my grieved ſoule out of grievous 
troubles; and wilt thounotafford me ſomuch' 
kindnefſe, rodoe ſolmall a matter, foreffec- 


and deliver my ſoule, that asthouatrcalleda 
deliverer, {o I maycalltheemy dcliverer,and 


firength, and my ſong, for thou haftbeenmy: 
deliverance. [5/1 951 , 1:40 anied 122ngein 

But why ſhould this bemadeſogreata mat- 
ter  ' For thonghinſaying, rerurne;Q Lord; 
and deliver my ſoute: 'Iifreme! to require6f 
God, twoſeverallworkesr-0netoretarn\and 
I delrvermee; yet they-are 'in-truth/ 
butboth as one:artleaſt,no more differing then 
the cauſe and the effeq; ſeeing his very'ires| 


ning hisface towards mce,"makes\meeto ſee | 
the light of his countenancez and'no ſoo 


pelled*-all therroubles that-vexed myliohes, 


oP = 


bee an eftet of Gods returning; yet irmuſt; 
bee when hee returnes1n/a>good moode,, and. 


why thenianmIfo imporeunate{ withhim:ta 


= | rurne 


upon the xcth Pſulmes.\\'\ | 
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428 | Meditations and Diſquifitions 


__thimfelferoreturne untomee; for his delight 


turne,: before I know in what termes 1 ſtand 
wih him; and whether hec beeangry till, or 
no#!but iris cen; for this that I imporenne | 
his cetnrning, that I may beeafſurcd his anger 
is paſts foras long as hceis angry, hee never 
comes wherehtamz. to doc that, were agrea-| 
cer: favour then: his anger cat attord 3! bur as | 
{oontas hisangeris alittle over, heeis apt of 


swith thechildcen of men, and ſpecially with 
thoſe thatcall upon him:and when hereturns, | 
his anger being oyer, hee uſeth to doe as the 
Dove did, thar when the waters were a little 
_  Fabatcd, returned intothe Arke, and brought 
|theQlve branch with her in her mouth: {6 
| God:returning;,” when the waters of his dif- 
pleaſure area little abated, brings the Olive' 
branch of. peace, and deliverance along wich 
him. - ) 33; 0947 'Þ 
But ſay my foulethat God ſhould returne, 
afid ſhould delivertheez wouldſtthou theo be 
| quicr,and not troublebimwith aty morcſuirs? 
ſhould this bee, the laſt requeſt thou would} 
make *: Alas no, I haveonie ſuit moreto@make;} 
' Land \Fhou ©: God, that gavelt Abr4hamleaye 
{toimportunethce with onefuite afrer another, 
{'vouchſafe mce this favour, to make this ſuite] 
Laifo, and this indeedſhaltbee the laſt I will e- 
 Þvermake: Save meceforthy merciesfake.. For 
tasthy returning would bee ro ſmall purpoſeif 
trhoudidft not deliver me- fo thy deliverance 
will beet {inall purpoſe, if thoudoe nor alſo 


fave 
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ſave me: To deliver mee, and then leave tneto. 

bee ſeized-uponagaine, would make thee bur} 
Author imper feds operis ; leave thy worke vim | 
perteR; which cannoc agreewiththe petfeRi:: 
on of thy moſt perte@! workmanſhip. And | 


now, O God, if thou takepleaſureigconjun.: 


Qiohs; be pleaſed cotake pleafare inthisoon«! 


Cons not toijoyne: ek 
her - not tozoyne th 
ahh thy indignation together ,- ue'co Jonlns 
hrs deliverance and: ſalvation together: tip 
thoſe conjunRions' ſeperate is fromhee,;this| 
2 conjunion tinites us: other thoſe -bring'us 
to ſhipracke, this brings us into-the' Hayen: 
Deliverance avoids the rocks ,\ falyation ets | 
fafeonthore. And is notthisthat which Dep 
vid meanes; when in another/place-heeſairh; 
 Wirththee, O'God, there is 6 ai redem<-| - 
ption f; Tt "is redemprion indeed, /itthow bur | 
 onely detiver my ſoalez! 'butir2snocplenteous 
redemption, unlefie befides:delivering;; thou | 
alſo fave mee. Othen bee: wleafedinthy p 
reous redemption, to grant'mee this 
ion of Ueliveranceand falyatian;t hat may 
returne thee :the conjunRion 'of: praile-ane 
thankſgiving; and mayfimgandfay z F Lord;| 
I witt praiſe thee : though |thou __ angry | 
'with mee , yerthineangeriSturnedgway, . 
told, God is uy falvaciew , Invill eroſt an 
notbec afraid.” | 1 112169 AC 
Bur how can God returne ta (efines thansy 
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| 


| befides: yet have nofeare of that, my ſoule, } 


|lyfromitem 


| 
[- 


| 


| [havebeene-many particular deliverers and fa- 


1h chenreturn Juexie: aria —og/rweey 


| M -ditations = Diqmjaone | 


andaſaviour? and whenwillthis bee'? © my 
ſoulc, inhow mucivbetrer: Rate arc thou, then 
| David was 2 forhee onely.cxpeRed-whenit | 
ſhould beey' butthou art aſſured when it was. | 


deliverer, and: a-Saviour,: when the Angell | 
brought] this tidings 30: the ſhepherds z This | 
dayisborne: to/yous Saviour,; of whom alſo 
2 voicefrom heaven teſtified; Thisis my wel- 
beloved Sonne, 'in whom I am well pleaſed, | 


thou art welbplcaſed + thatſo I may bee ſure; | 
forſo Iſhall bce furechow wilt net chaſten me 
inchy diſpleaſure. 
'Asthere have beenc many ticular: Delu: 
gesandfuds;yerbur one (generall:» {> there 


viours, yev bur one generall: and from this 
generall Savjourit is that] defire & expect lal- 
vation: for though his being a-geverdllSavi- 
| our,; may makethinbec thought lefſecarefull | 
of mce, having: ſo:many others to cate for 


|ſceing heeisaomuch'a Saviourto mee, as if he} | 
| wereA Saviour tononebut mee; arid this ge+! 
nerall Saviourwill ſave mec generally, not on» 
_ from (pitituall enemies: 


acatt), 
Whine ve? 


[trouble of a1" : 


{here on earth, buteven from miſeries, - when 


| Not onely eof bones, but from. 


Not \oncly:from-miſecies 


|vation, whenrthis Saviour ſhall-c@me and-lave 


|carthirſelfe ſhall beenomote. happy ſal-] 
| 2725; | mec | 
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| For chen 'was God- inanifeſted to returne a | . 


—apon the jd Pain 


mee : but how may I'doeto get him = 
forhee comes nor bur upon ſome motive.” Tf 
I hadall the gold of ophir, I would willingly 
give itall, roger him'to comeandſavemee 5 
bur, alas, Lneither have irrogive;/hordoth he 
 carets haveit: itany thing winne himrodoe 
it, it muſt bee for his mercies ſake, and for his 
| merciesſake hee will doe it, if eyerhee will 


{ dOCIt. 


wasthe motive before to moye Godto mercyz 
and muſt his mercic now be it ſelfe the motive 
tormoyehim-to fave mee yer ſorit ist 'For 
when Gods merciefindesno Hoes ry 
| rarherthen fayle of moving, 1tbecomesamo- 

tiveto ir ſelfe: and happy it1s from us, thatſd it 


out-it, ſeeing wee ahwaies need it. Indeedthis 
motive, For his mercies ſake, is the Prixmuns 
mobile of all motives ro God,'tor ſhewing his 


out of Egypt, but for his mercies ſake: Hee 
had never ſaved Noab inthe Arke, but for his 


| (ent tits Sonneto; fave the world, bur for his 


not rather be confident , that for' his thencits 
ſake hee will alſo deliver-my ſoule, and ſave 


Iſet vpmy reſt + His mercie ſhallbe bothmy 


| 
Bur is not this ranges My wealinafſ: | 


| is: forelſewe might ofren bewithourir,when | 
| moſt wee need ir: or rather alwaies bee with- 


favours: Heehad never delivered the 1ſ# elites 


mercies ſ{ake :: but above all; Hee had never| 


| mercics ſake: + And howrthen can doubt, and | 


| mee. Never thetefore my ſoule looke after a- | 
[ny further motives: for upon thismotivewill | 


'$ 7 - | 


ee —_—. 
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- 


| can thy chaſtening hand have more of me, bur 
| onelytorakraway my lifes and cyenmy life 


{Can it; 
_ || praiſethee in cheduſt * but can'T praiſe thee 
| when Tam turned/to duſts Is there remem- 


OE Io Ione - 


Pi wy harbour ;:it ſhall bee bork 
my Armour,aad my Fortrefſe: it ſhall beboth 


much for:nothing; 
|mouthfor'this prayſing ?: O merciful! God, 


Meduation and Difquifzion 


.my ranſomeand mygarland; it ſhall bee both 
my-deliverance and my ſalvation. Sic: 


te. 


: 


t 
|  Andnow; O:God, thou ſcoſtthe manifold. 
| 


troubles I am in, thou ſeeſt how weake Tam; 
thou ſteſt bow ray bones are troubled; thou 


{zeſt how my: ſoule is troubledzand what now 


I would willingly make a ſacrifice to appeaſe 
ſure. Butalas, O Lord, whatgood 
to thee, to: have mee dic? Can T 


branceoftcheein death? or is there hallowing 


| ofthy Nameinthegrave? As long asT have 


breath in my bodice, I can praiſerhy:Name - 
-unyorthily indeed, -butyerIcanpraiſeir:' As | 
long as [am numbred among the living, Ican | 


Mew my felfe thy ſervanty/ an unproficable 


onrcinitced,: but yeta ſervant : butifmy ſoulc 


and badicbeediffolved once; alas, thenallmy 


ſervice of prayſngthee is atan end, I cannot 


rhendoeit, though I would; but I cannotthen 
| willie, rhough 
-her inſtrumicars with which thy praiſes ſhould 


I ſhould: 'my ſoule will want 
be:ſounded.- O vile death, I hare thee for no- 


|rhing ſo much, as for rhy hindring meein this| | 


ve, -I abhorre thee f@ 
z' as for thy ſtopping my 


ſervice #1Q cruell gray 


It 


< 


IF 


— 


l; is dumbe; .and therefore deliver my foul. 
God,ſave mcefor thy. merciesſake, 0 | 


| enemie toall.natural memory: and therefore 


_— the oxeb Pali." 


never beeloath to dic. df F could bur-praiſe 


chee'inthe grave, ' [ would. willingly eco 
it by 


of my ſclte, and never bee carrie 
force- bur alas, death is forgerfull, rhe grave 


, 0 


Itis norlifethar is ſo deare unto mee : _ 


-to mee, bur this affrights mecindeath,thar 
being dead,1 cannotrememberthee: Itisnort 
the gravechat isſoloathſometo mee, burthar 
in the grave I am forced co forget thee 'If 
| death will fparemeburts praiſerhee; terdeath 


| comeand beewelcometome y/ ; buralas, death 
hath ao mercie; ithegrave hath-no ſeriſei! and! 
chertorereturn, O'Lord, and deliver my ſoule, | 
fave ince tor thy mercies fake. i 

Who knowes nor, that death is a moreall 


makesall menatlaftto.end ina; Lethatpie :afd 
what hopethen of remembring theein death'y 
| Who knows not that the grave never opensits 


mouth co ler outany thing, buriſtilles take i! 
| and what meanes chenot praifing rhee-in the 
grave. If I cpuld'but ger death to learne the 
Att of memory, or if 1 could burheare-the 
few fay once- irhadenoughz I could then; 

eto hayei ſome. dealing wich-death!, fome 


—— — : - 
nd 


{If Icouldburremembertheeindeath, Ty 


that in like I may praiſerhee, that art ſo deare | 
| unto mee<: Itis nor death thats fo frigheft 


comecand never ſpare mee: Ttithe re 
|burlermee beeſenſibleofthee, thegraveſhall 


| = _ trafe} 
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OE IS 


24 | _ Megis 


|-requeſt,-that hee may-notdeſcend into the pic? 


fromthe earth, - without returnibg into .carth? 
Alas, heeknowesthisto:bceeither alcogether 


|forenolikely requeſt tro bee made by ſo wile a 
Wm of his-prayer.,. that God will- nor ſo-chaſten 


| the gravereceiving him from death, may-de- 


| manded his Apoſtlesto ſhake off the duſt rom 
[their feet, when they came intoany-unworthy 


— 


-Lethargie is. incurable, !cthe graves: mouth is 


inſatiable; and therefore returne ,''O: Lord; 
.þand deliver my ſoule, ſave mee for thy mer; 


; Bur:doth Pawids prayer tendto: this, _ 
ce may not {ee death 2 /isthis the intent of bi 


doth hee pray to bee as Exch, or Elias, taken 


4mpoſhble, or alrogether unlikely: and ther- 


-magÞ<;' This therefore is certainely the intent 


himinhis indignation. asto leave him.inthe 
hands af death -- butthatas deathreceives him 
from life;,, and delivers: hitn to. the grave, ſo 


liverhim againe to life, that as;Chrift com- 


| 
| 


{houſe,-and-to come away z fabee comming 
{into this unworthy houſe'of death, the dun. 


the duſt from his feet, and by the power of 
1.of him that ſaid, Lazarvs come:forth , have 
| his ſouleand bodie reunited agatne:: and ſou- 
| nited, bee admitted into-the quire of Saints| 
ſand Angels., eternally to ſing the eternall 
Allelujah. For as the departingof the ſoule & 


geon of the grave, may bee able to ſhake off 


from the bodie, is the death ofthe bodie z 10 


etions.and Diſquiſitivns ' 
'[trafkque wich: the grave but: alas, deaths 


| 


the 


- _ th. 
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| chedividing of the! bodie from the' ſoule,'is 2 


. 


 kindeaf death tatheſduler that irisnot;-agit | 


| wonld bee, norfully eajoyesirſelfe;/ unriltie 


againe » Forthough irfind the bodie here'but 
a baſe-cottages pr- rather a foathſomepriſon; 
 yetic ſhall findetethere a glorions Palace; or 
| rather a holy [Temple conſecrated to' God+ 

and therefore. untill this bcechad, it will nor 
fully beaecompliſhedrharishere prayedfor: 
Rerurne,O God, anddeliver my foule; {ave 
mee, forthy merciesſake.' ou OY 
| The-remembrance of this, tharTI cannot re- 
memembher thee indeath:, makes mee forget. 
full of my ſclfe in-life: and: becauſe cannot 


Fa 


with violfnce.' ':For:1 am wear withimy fg | 
ing 1,411 the night make I'my' bed th ſwimme, 
\I water my coweh with my"teares.” Oh leriny 
remetmbring thee-in-life,' ſupply the/place-of 
my fargetcinz thee in: death: and when Tlye' 


and what I want inconrinuance, to apply 


and weeping.; My finnes,as being diſordinate 
paſſions, make meundergo a paſſive\pennance: 


of- bones, and-my trouble of ſoule+ bur being”! 


| alloto doe ative perinance: and what 1s'this, | 
| dut my ig hing, andmyweeping® — 
bdifa:Þ PF $+*: 


upon'the fixth Pſalme,"\ "\ | 


|inmy:geave-ſceſlefloanditient, 'beepleaſed ro} 
remember how Ihavelyen in my/bed fighing |: 


| andthis:hath beene myweakneſle;my:rrouble | 
alſo-difardinateaRions; they make mee liable | 


can meete with the badie, and bee-unitedts fe} 


- w_—__— a 


praiſe rhee;-hor pray:ts thee» in thegrave, "it" 
makes meto figh and weepe tothee inmy'bed:| 


—- 


— 
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Verſe 7. 


[I cannogatforrow, ſowellas fine, yermy 


- eyes ſt-beganthe offence :-if minc'cyes had 
| ſuchhowers ofteares: but now; how'coutd | 
||baraing, bee quenched bur with water's how 
burning rifingfrom mine eyes; butwith'water | 
yetwwhy-ſhould'| 


\ 


my bed-but prove a' Devalandl; which ſoappa- 


| Icannorſay they trouble meeas'ill, yer] my 


brdandmy-couch canbewirnefſes of my for- 
| FONsAA well-asof my ftnne.. Mine eyes indeed 
have dannthe pennance; becauſe mine 


eefirſton firs, minceyeshad norſhed 


falling.irom minc-cyesr'. Bur 
my bcd ſuffer? for' my bed had fo. Hatid in 


the faule of mine cyes* bur alas, how cond 


—_—_ —_————. t 


| 
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rently., -Þ may ſay, did: Movere ad 1woriens ? 
[Thoughiny:bed werenotprincipallintheaR,; 


vingunlowfl and ſtollen'pleaſures. 


thathave their malignity alſo; 'which'though 


truely ſay, they trouble meeas well as theſe: 
for 'mine'eye is conſumed becauſe! of pricke, 


ot my ſorrow, withourexceprion ; thar if my 
paſſive pennance' before, werenorcauſeſufh: 

cient: atleaft; my aQtivepetiance nowgives 
mee'juſt cauſe to ſay, Wasever ſorrow like 


A— —_— m— 


yet mp: bedywasaccefſary'rothe fa; as recei- | 


Buethough my ſinnes indeed bee my grea | 


. joſk . enemies; yetthere are perſonall enemies | 


and'is waxen 01d, becauſe ofall minecnemits. | 
You 'niay- ſay perhaps that my fighes' were |: 
feigned,, and that my. teares were counterfeit: | 
butthe conſumption ot mineeye, isawirneſſe | 


'my:ſorrow? was asevergriefelikethis vfrmine?] 


2 Wil b _And 
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Andall chispennaneet ſufftyani {40e; becau 
[of mire enemies: forhow'eg Fekinfe' Jut 
fighandweepe, ro" feE'the vile; thi extcrable 
dealingof ay ve totes 
their: hearrs;,-and: yer © Peace 
[rgourhes': tharlap ares to: itrs} mee” ard 
yecbeare mee in hind ieſſiatfbe for tay good : 
tharp rejudicemy' calf; as if ir d never 


ns and rejudicate F5,A45! it the 

woudſorverBer heard: E420 v, 
 - 'Butwhatmearſes DPat#ixb " his? wil i% Ne 
his' weeping make” his <6 
more? willnotthe ſceinghim-this' dejeRed, 
makethomthemoreinſiflting overlith'?” 
 |rheyinorbeereathc rofay)) Tathis'b that eh- 
countered'a Lion; ahd a Bear&s Hee thaten- 
tred combare'with a- Giant, the'terrolif'sf a 


catinor reflifor whe? Bit Divid is4 better 
husband of hisrearesthen toſpen@ them idly, 
hee knowes for what hee ſpefids them, becabls 
of his enemies indeed, bat nor for feare of his 
enemies: They are neither reares of feare: or 
whom ſhould hee'feare.; thithath'God on hits 

fl ſide? Nor teares" of vane. gloryy' for why 
then ſhould hee flied rhenfin - 24, hr; whe 
'none- cati'ſee them : Nbr tearts' of j oy 

how then'ſhould” they makChini"16 LA 


ofſupplicationzandrearesof 'Fi 
of ſupplicarion;; that &od wille 
then, orconfolnrd cenys ardent 


6s" rej vo the 


'will| 


whole Armic;  ahdnow' to: "£a1l acrying one | 


my 


| 


 whictris arefteR of grief# 7 ' Bob they ate'rents 
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for chen hee wepr over Feraſalem incompatii-| 
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5s of compation, to-thinke; ofcheit 
STO. Fm uch is-the. rendernclſe of 2 


iMonmeet together, what-mervaileif they:| 
mak 65 loud n, Davids bed; ſeeing thecon-| 
courſe of like waters madethegreat Dzlugeio.| 
the whole world 2 for what: are his teares of 
{upplication , 'butas the waters that roſe from |; 
'the (prings.of the carch;?- and what -arcthis 
ceares of compaſſion, but as the waters that 
fell from the-Cararadts of heaven? Or is it| 
nor perhaps. that . D4v/d makes: his-ericmies; . 
' here, a figure of his ſinnes,, whicharcindeed: 
| his greateſt-enemics © as alſo that hee-makes;| 
his owne paſſion, a figure of Chriſts compaſ; | 
fion, which was indeed one.of his paſſtons »/| 


On of their confufion, when: wich! ceares' of || 
{application hee could norprevaile with them,|| 
in compatling their converſion - when they |: 
ould not; as him; how often hee-would | 
| have gathered them cogether:as a Hen garhe -/ 
| t «th her {o hickens, withceares of fupplication, | 
Thea they heare him ſay:;\ There ſhalt not a | 
 ſonebe lefr upon another, whichſliall no: be | 


calt down, wichtcares of cqmpaſſion;5ci1 + f| 
| | Igricycaorſomuctyharminecyois waxen | 

d,. though it bee waxen old with griefe;, 2$| 
[ grievero ſcetharmy coemies havenocyesat} 
all, acleat, n9-eycs, but ot: malice,who re || 


Joyce) 
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| cannot Hearethem'-+ bur ſee how much'they 


| 
25 merry with 4 


neere, 'and they laugh at my "and at 
the oldneſſe, and alteration #69 | th. 


Grmity;thea of will : 1 pataway thei thar 


"Them that are journeymen to thetrade; or ra- 
| ther Maſters inthe myſterie, Then thatvilific 


heard the voice of my teares, hath 


$i 40 OO ww O_—o_—_—_— ow _w_— co —_— — 


pon; the fixeb Palme: 
© l wif v©ANGanaR] >» FRPRFYY | 
joyceat my afflitions, and rnake-themſely6s 
| ith my weeping «yes, asthe PMW}- 
Pims madethitinſelves with Simpſtns blinded 
eyes. T grieve to ſee their deſtryQion draw 


brought ypon mee. And was it'nor fowith 


my Saviour Chriſt, which madethe Jewes a, R 


rhou art not yet fifty. yeares old, asthought 
lvoked-like one neere frfty-, when hee i , 
deednor much above thirty's-© ON 
"Bur ſeeing with allmy fghing and grieving, 
cannot reclaim themy. Therediſclaimethem; 


| 
| 
| 


| 210 


Depart from mee © all ye'wotkers of iniquitit* | 


Away frott tnee,' all yee that are WolyesIh 


ſheepes cloathing - I putnor away pore 
nitent ſinners, that do petinance for their fins 


25s Thave done, and may ratherbee faidts hf : 


fer finne, then todoe ir; as being more of in- 


make iniquitietheirwork, and thinke ita pen- 
nance when they beenot committing of ſinne: 


my fighes, and ſay, they are bur ſutors In for- 
4 panperis , and therefore that "God ſeorhes 
them that reproach my teares, an Tay ORY 
are but dumbe ſolicitors, and'therefore-Gog 


aredeceived:For now contrayy'to their ho] -S, 
and more to their wiſhes 5 The Lord hath 
heatdit - 
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09 wil arct Ree. or go: 


never denicdaccelle 
his.is but my firſt,and 
re pf camfart, for a higherthen 
[my requeſt. Butwhac © 
ers YR FIE 200 about .04m, 
oo 0 es 


"res wa know che e, 
hee zogke nat information _ = _ 
PRGAE e.to {ce: and ſhould. 


WS RSOn waned dancin perſon hcare 
prayers? And toſhew himſelfero be his own 


Maitergf TER indeed, he hathtakenmype- 
lon into hishands; that {,canngt now doubt 


guckts co.preſentir :and whatis ita receive 
plication 4 1ato his hands » jt £9 receive. 
9 into his favayr co 

anelyheargchevaice of myteares 3 l 


Alas OR llighcthem: Oc 
varly move My requet,, 1 might feare 
but likezh requeſtofche mo» 


wb bay andſo rejee ic - HQuc * 


tgkea ay ſopplicyrion ico 
> (0g 1 mages. ure hee megars £9 
KA 14F (ap het NCcyer rakes 


af having my zequelt gramced:[cejing.the Prince. 
}t malt gragt ity 1s himſclfe the Maſter of 


hand | 


h Gods.ca ©, may ay, 


| 


| 
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aboleſ he;haughtthem bur like the 
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| any thing in hand, which hee brings nertoa/| 
happy and ſncceſietall period, againſt'all op-| 
poſition. The voice of my tears brought God | 
rocaſt hiscye upon mee: My requeſtbrought | | 
him to bow his care unto mee: butthe 'taking | | 
my (epplicationinto his hand, hath broughe| 
| him to compaſhonatemy eſtate: and ſeeing his 
compaſſion is aRive, and hispitry relieving 
my teares of ſorrow may now bee turnedinto | 
teares of joy, my lamentations into ſongs of 
thanksgiving. The lamentable accent of my 
language, made God firſt to lookeupon mee: 
The pitrifull nature of my ſuite,, made him | 
| nexttd liſtento mee : bur the juſtneſſe of my 8 
cauſeinhand, made him laſtly, torake my pe» 
tion intohis hand , which is in efeRro grant 
| ir out of hand. 
Indeed God is with no muſickeſomuchde- | 
l:ghted, as with thatof voycesz with no voy- | I! 
ces ſo much, as withthoſe of tearesz with no "1 
te.res ſomuch, as withthoſe of the heart, and 
| ſuch weremine, though ſent forthby the cies : | 
And now, whoſe eyes wouldnot be movedat}| 
ſo ſtrange a ſight, ro heare eyesſpeak ? whole: 
eares would not be movyed-atſoſtrange a hea- | | 
| ring, to ſcetcars beea ſutour ? whoſe hands] 
d wouldrefuſe ſo ſtrange a writing, where eies, | þ 
Imay ſay,arethe Penne, teares the Inke, and 
ſighes the paper? Pardon my curiofity O 
Ged,in imagining wonders, while I medicate 
| of thee, in whom are nothing but wonders, 
And what remaincs now, but that my ſor- | 
G rowes | 
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| Meditations and Diſquifitions 
rowesremovetheir lodging, and ſojourn with 
my enemies, as they have done with me: what / 
| remaines,' but that my ſighes bee turned upon 
mine cnemics: breaſts, my teares upon their 
eyes, andchat the pitthey digged for me, they 
may fall into'chemſelves 5 andthar, with the | 
violence of falling ſuddenly. As for me, I 
ſhall live to ſee mine enemics turne their 
backs and beaſhamed : I ſhalllive toſee them 
hidetheir faces, and beconfounded - but be. 
|[foreall; and aboveall, I ſhall live ctomagnifie | 
|thyglorious Name, O God, who artbleſſed 
forever. 
| © "But isD«v44s charity cometo this, to bee 
[turned intocurſings and imprecations? Indeed 
no otherwiſethen God to the Serpent, when 
heeſayd , Curled art thou aboveall Carcell: 
for when men are growne into that reprobate 
| ſenſe, thatthey are more liketolimbesof 
Sathan, then to creaturesafter the I- 
mage of God; then itislawfull 
in Gods cauſe,to take Gods 
courſe, and to turne 
themoverto ſhame 


and confuſion. Fe 
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Jun” is bee ed66h IMs 
quitie is forgiven, and 
"Thok fue is covered: 
Bleſſed is the man'to 
/N © hom the Lord impus 
teth nat miquitie, | aid in in whoſe ſpirit there is no 
owe. 

3 When Ikept fi ln my bones waxed ola 
through my roaring all the day long. 

4 For day and nicht thy hand was beavie 


| 


pon mee ; my in is turned wito the drowth | 


of $ __ 


5 I achniwledoed my ſinne unto thee, and 


: 


mint iniquitie have I not hid : I Jad 1 will con 


4 Im - 


_ — + —_ 


| 


| thee, 


| 
: 


| | {eſſe m my yang fins unto the Lad, and thou 


'6 For this, 
wnto thee ina time when thou maiſt bee forma: 

| | ſwrelythe floods of ue waters ſtab not come nigh 
A | rito him. 


| meeabaut with ſongs of deliverance. 


[ 


| tens: and y 285 for toy, all yee that are «pright 


= —_— —_ — _— hs. 


the migutie of my ſome. 


ſhall every one that is godly pray | 


> Thou art my biding place ; Thou ſhalt 
preſerve mee from trouble Thou ſhalt compa 


8 [will infiruft thee and teach thee ile 
way Which thon ſhalt go: 7 will fixe mine eye Ker 


9 Beyendt as the bore or as the mule which 
have not underſtanding, whoſe mouth muſt be held 
in with bit and bride, lf they come neere unto 
thee. 

10 Many ſorowes foall lee to the wicked; 
but bee that truſieth 1 in the Lord, Mercy ſhall 
compaſſe him a5out- 


12 Begled in the Loyd, and reiogee Je riohs 


877) tet. 
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and Diſquiſitions upon 
| the 22, PEkES 


Lefſednefſe was cried in the firft 
S Pſalme, but was there' held fo 
S deare, thatfew or none haveever 
KM becnableto gotothe price. Now 
falmeir is cried againe,] and atalow 
rate; and if ic bee not taken now, it isnor like 
hercafrerto bee eyerhad focheape again, For, | 
wherebefore it muſt have coſt an; abſolutede- 
clining from fin,and a perfe@tdelighringinthe | 
Law of God, with acontinuall exercifing in 
itday and night; Now if wee can bar gerour 
| iniquities to bee remitted ,- and Our finnests 
| bee. covered, it will ſerve the turne, and bee 
accepted.. Ge | 
But is this ſo much an caſter rate ? For | 

_ |rhough the purchaſing of Blefledneſſe, were 
before a great worke ro bee. done, yer it was 
| a worke that might bee done by. our ſelves - 
wherethe purchaſing itthis way , muſt bethe 
worke of anorher: and -were it not betrerto 
baveitbya wayiaour +3 power , thewby 
| ) ns 
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awayin anothers will ? Bur O my ſoule, Is 


{rogrant it, yet conſider whoſe willitis;z even 
| his thatis more readieto forgive, then we are 


[r0/hee fuitoarsto haveapardon, | |,» 


. | | * . 4 F / - .! 4 4 
Ricerhath t dicet his ownway ?.'Is xt 11 mans 


ro poformerhe works that 1$requi- 


power ,;t0 
ret? hath 


eenorlong fince put ont the lighr 
that ſhogld have. guided him in ir4 hach hee 
totlong ago car offthe lock, that ſhould have 
beene his ſtrength to performeir? Oh there- 
fore! bleffed bee hee thar affords us blefſedaes 


atthis rate: Forthoughit beein anothers will | | 


readie toaskeforegivenefſe, andisrather a ſui- 
eourtousrotakea pardon, then ftayes for us 
(3; (0) | 


. $ ” #a © f A 248 
+ 0 Bur: mk nor bcethought, beeauſebleſ- 
ſednefſe is ſer here at alowerrate, that iris not 
ſo pooda blefſedneſſe asthe other ? and hen | 
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| whatis gorten by the bargaine* a lower price 


|btc,! for blefſedneſſe admits /'no-'degrees of 
_ _ | compariſon;' as bleſſed" they, that have their 


| 


.|to ſay, Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are 


bave noſinsroforgive.»Borthough bleſſednes 
be a pofitiverhing; yet it is a ſuperlative thing: | 


indecd;;:\but:meaner ware(-' But this cannot 
finnes forgiven, as they (ifany ſich were) that 


and ifthere want any thing of being a ſuperla- ! 
tive, (there muſt needs want ſomething of 
beinga bleſſednefle. Bleſſed thenarethey that 
haverheir ſinsforgiven : for to bee forgiven, 
isa3 muchas'\neverto have beene guilty: and 


fargiven;/isall oneasrofay, Bleſſed arethey 


|tharnever finned, -When our finnesare once: 
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forgiven ,: wee are then atipeace with, G'od 
with whow, untill they were fargiyen;)'wee 
were atenmity:: and ifno miſery bee. compa- 
rable tothis,to have Godsdiſpleaſurezthen no 
bleſſedneſſe canbe comparable totius, to have 
his favour: and his fayour-we ſhall-be-ſufe ro 
have,” iFhe forgive:us our fins; anditherefore, 
Blefſed are they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, 
Bur is all the way as ſmooth. as this? Is 
therenot'a' rebbe inthe way here? for to fay, 
Bleffed are they whoſe iniquitiesare forgiven; 
is very plauſiblez butto fay, Bleſſed-are the' 
whoſe finnes are covered, feemes tomarreall; 
For whar'if:niy finnes biee ſo-great that they 
cantiotbeecovered 2 muſt I therefore be for- 
ced toloſe my blefſedneſſe'? Ir is true indeed; 
though my finnes bee in numberas the ſands 
ofthe Sea, yet the Seais-great enough to-co- 
ver them all : Bur alas, the ſea covers not ftns, 
thongh it cover the finners z and whatblefled- 
nefle caa there bee in ſuch acovering? If I 
20etothe world tocover them, and indeed 
the world is wide, arid nodoubt agreat caves 
.rer of finnes: but alas, the worlds covering 
is but Hypocrifie z and what were this, burto 
cover one finne withanother, a leffer with a 
greater ., and ſo I ſhonld bee coveritg:them 
| {till, andnever coverthem, but lay them more 
open in the fight of God, then they were be- 
fore; If Igoe co the Heavens to cover them; | | 
and indeed theheavens arelarge, E# 1egit on- 
Di Celvs : bur alas, the Heavens are full af: 
ths lights, | 


*s 
—_— 


F 
7 
= 
onpumuem___ww__wwcw___—O———  _—— ; 
« - 


. * * 


| Meditations and Diſquifitions | 


| tights, and will ſoonerdifcover thar whichis | = 
hidden ,/ then cover any thing that lies: open 


' |bims co cover them, for they have broad | 


_ [the Cherubims haycuſcenou 
| tocover their 'owne faces : they cannot with 


|coverthem. Yerthey muſtbee covered, or | 


| neffe, chen Twas before? Two waics propoun- 


| . . 
|from Heaven, which onely is able to cover 


- [finire rightcouſneſſe? and where is any infi- 


to view. Yer] may hope to:getthe Cheru- 


wings, andof a wonderfull extent: butalas, 
of their wings | 


all cheir wings ſo muchas cover the leaſt of all 
my finnes. And whathope then to have my | 
finnescovered, when neither the Sea, northe 
World, neither the Heavens, northe Cheru- 
bims that are above the Heavens, be able to 


[there canbee no blefſednefſe. And howam 
then inany berter caſe for attaining of bleſſed- 


ded for actaining ir, ' and both impoſhble- | 
There, the price not. pollible ro bee payd- 
Here, the bargaine nor polliblets beeperfor- 
med. Burt O Thoutharfirteſt in the Heavens, 
'O Thou tharrideſt beteewn rhe Cherubims, 
Bleſſed bee thy glorious Name: For thou 
;camelt thy ſelfe fronv Heaycn of purpoſe to 
coverthem'z Thou broughreſt that wirh thee 


chem : for what can cover finnes but righte- 


\teouſneſſe ?*\ what cover infinite finnes, but in- 


nice righteouſneſſe:to bee found, bur in him 


= chatisinfiniceneſſe it ſelfe * B:comfor- 


d therefore my ſoulez for now it is not a 
hopc, it is an afurance that my ſinnes at _ 
all \ 


m____ 
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thall come ro bee covered; Itisnora hope, it 
is at aſſurance, thar ſhall come arlaſtrothis 
bleſſednefieincoverr. 19.02 CITES 
There are ſome perhaps: will grant, that l 
bleſſedneſſe may conſiſt in covering indeed, | | 
bur'not in covering of finnes - They thinke' 
| rather incovering their Tables with rich plare, | 
and dainty diſhes : orin covering their houſes | 
with ſlates of Gold; like Aured domns Neronis 
orin covering their backes with filke and ſoft 
raiment, ſich as Chriſt ſaithare in Kings hou- 
ſes: but Nabuchodonozer will comein tor one, 
Dives for another, and Haman for a third, 
andeivecleer evidencethat all theſearedecei. 
ved, and rhat D«vid onely tells us the truth; 
They, they onely are the bleſſed men whoſe | 
ſinnes are covered. 
But what needs all this ſcining and diſcuſ-' 
ſing ? For, whatmore myſterie isthere in ſay. 
ing, Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are for-. 
given, and whoſe ſinnes are covered; then if | 
it wereſaid, Bleſſedare they, from whole ini- 
quities thou turneſt away thy face, and whoſe | | 
offences thou blotreſt out? Or, (becauſe the | 
Scriptore hath plenty of expreffivgs in' this 
kince) thenifit were ſayd, Blefſed are they 
| whoſeiniquities thou caſteſt behind thy back, | 
and whoſe finnes thou removeſt from thee as 
farre as the Eaſt is from the Weſt £ forto whar' 
tends this variety of exprefling, but cither for 
illuſtration: or at moſt, for vehemencie of 
aſleveration , that our —_ are pardoned 4 
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for diſcerning cleerly: what the meaning of 


| 1sthe worke of Gods merciez-forit 1Smercics 
|worke onelyto forgive; covering our {innes, 


| multicude of finnes: not imputing our Ginnes, 
_ | the workeof his willzas hee ſaith, I willhave 


| goodneſleto relycupon for our bleſledncfle? 


| forgiving is mentioned as the worke of God 


|give- as heeſaith, Lam hethatblocouttrani- 


{ofthe holy Ghoſt z who being all love, com- 
| paſhonates our .infirmities 3 and fo-allcheper- 


| they ſhould) -in this greatworke of procuring 
[t 


| Meditations and Diſquifitions ] 


| Bytifirbecoceived to benor ſo mucha divers 


exprefling of the ſame way,/as anexpreſiing of 
a divers way to bleſſednefſe; then indeed, as 
being more myſticall,-ir will bee-more miſty 


Davidis, Ts itthen, rhat forgiving our finnes 
the worke of his lovez for love covers' the 
mercie, on whom [I will haye mercie:. that ſo 
wee may have herea three fold cord of Gods 
Or is it, that.remiſhon is neceſſary. for fins of 
commiſſion; Covering,neceſſary tor ins of 9. 
mifon; but not imputing may ſerve for fins 
oftranſmiſſiong thatis, for fin originall, tranſ- 
mitted to us from our firſt Parents? Or is it that 
the Father, whoſe worke properly itisto for- 
greflions: Covering is mentiancdasthe pro- 
ceouſneſſe our fins are covered: and therefore 


Saint Pas faith, Put yee onthe Lord Chriſt 
Ieſus : Notimputing is mentioned asthe work 


fons in the ' Deitie- haye'a hand, ( as it is fit 


p 


per work of God the Son; as with whoſe righ-| 


\ 


0usourbleffedneſſe: thatas at themaking of 
{1 MED man 


. : 
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| | 


| 


|. conſcience liesas itwere;on'a Racke tortured 
and tormented. day and night's /buras ſooneas 
there comes a pardon, 1tis preſently taken off 


—__— 


|.God at fitſt, toa bleſiced eſtate, and nothing! 
batres us from that eftate, but finne;-are wee: 


i 


| is noc onely blefſed; butrhrice blefled ? - 
|.- - Biirſceing forgivingg,and coyering,and not 
impurits offinncs; ared|l bur privattvethingsz 


bur carinever make a-bleſſednefle. But isnot 
| thevery. taking away of: miſery, 1n this caſe, a. 


|-norby the removing this barre;-cither lefrin; 


- h % 
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Facianmns hominem 4dimazinem noſtram.  (\; 
As long as iniquities are unforgiven, the| 
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the Racke, and laydat eaſe - and 1s notthis a 
bleſflednefie? As long as ouri{innes remaine 
uncovered; 'God:turnes away-his face, and | 
frownes upon us ; butas ſooneas'out finnes | 
bee covered , hee ſhewes us:againe the light 
of hiscountenance:; and 15 not this a bleſſed. 
neſſe?; As long: as our'finnes: are, imputed ro 
us, weearcinthe ſtate of 4dam when hte was 
ca(t out of Paradiſe - but as-ſoone asweeare 
freed from thisimputation, we preſently heare 
Chriit ſayz This day thowſhale beewith mee 
in Paradiſe: and ishotthisagaina bleſſednefle? 


__——— 


And is it not now, that David expreſieth it | 


three waics., to ſheiy, that by./it agodly man 


how can they make a bleſſedneſſe, whichis a 
poſitive thing? They/may take away muſery, 


bleſſednefle ? tor ſeeing we were ordained by 


©. pon the 3s falme. > | 


manarfirk; :ſoat the making of man blefled| 
arlaſt, hey may all-joyne rogether, andfayg 
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Meditations and Diſquifuions 


and lermeenever come at Heaven, if I make 


not of theſe privatives, a 7acobs Ladderto 
 climbe upto Heaven. Neither yer is remifſion 
of finnes a meere privative, but ithath inir an 


influence of Grace alſoz Which brings withir 


a ſhowre of bleſlings, turnes Ehal into Ger:- 


zim:and ofthe Theete uponthe Crofle,makes 
a ſaint in Paradiſe. 

Hitherto, Davids dofAtrine wee may well 
ſubſcribe to, but what meanes hee by this; 
And in whoſe ſpirit there s no guile? For, if 
there bee noguile in his ſpirit, whatneeds ci- 
ther covering, or forgiving ? Bur is it not, as 
Chrift ſayd of Nathaniel: Behold a true I[- 
raclite, in whom there is no guile - and yet 
who doubts, but in Nathaniel there was finne ? 


ring and forgiving bee all Gods worke , yet 
there isacondition required in him whoſe fins 
are to bee forgiven- and this isthe condition, 
that there bee no guile in his ſpirit - bur that 
his repentance bee fincereand unfeigned, and 


is hee to whom the Lord imputeth no finne; 
which is our juſtification: it preſently follows, 


our ſanRification. Oris it here annexed with 
EE a 


this eſtate, orat leaſt reſioredtoir apaine *? o| 
| gracious God, grant mee the forgivenefſe of 
 mineiniquities, and the covering of my fins, | 


[t ſceemes therefore meant, that though cove- 


without hypocrifie. And it is, as if hee had | 
| ſayd; Bleſſed is he whom God juſtifies, and | 
| juſtifying ſanRifies: for having ſayd, Bleſſed 


and in whoſe ſpirit there is no guile , which 15| 


[- 


— 


» 


| 2 conjunRion, perhaps to ſhew that anQifica- 


ſpirits. 


———T 
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tion doth nor ſo much follow, aSitisannexed; 
and from the ſame breath of Gods ſpirir,riſeth 
together with juſtification * Oris ittherefore 
added, left wee ſhould thinke bleſſedneffle ro 
be in ſuch ſort Gods gift, as thatthereſhould 
bee nothing required in us towards the attai. 
ning ir: which yet is ſoin us, that it isnorof 
us , but muſt come from God tous ? -for alas 
elſe, what ſpirit of ours could be withourguile, 


isthe truth it ſelfe? 


of plaine dealing : bur isthis a world for plain 
dealing tothrivein ?: and if nothriving, hat 


hee wasa plaine man, and yet would any man 
defire to thrive better then he did ?. who went 
over 1ordan with nothing bur his ſtaffe, and re- 
turned backe with multitudes of Cattell, Ne- 
ver therefore feare thriving by plaine dealing; 
for God that requires plaineſſe inthy dealing | 
with him,wil no doubt bleſle it in thy dealing 
with others; and they that make themſclyes 
rich by guile, will bur finde themſelyes begui- 
led in theend, when God blowes upon them, 
and that they findethat guilein their fortunes, 
which they {o- greedily entertained in their 


But why am I ſoearncf againſt guile inthe 
ſpirit 2 do [not herein ſpeakagainſt my ſ(elfe? 
For was there nat guilein my ſpirir, when I 


\ H 3 


if it were not influenced by that ſpirit, which | 


Itſeemes this 154 doarine, in fayour plainly | 


bleſſedneſſe £ Burisir not ſaydof 14c0b, that| 


- 
_— 


held) 


| yercriedour for ſenſ&obmypaines asthough! 


| much © how often haſt thou ſpoken atthe ur- 
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” [heldm my peace, for confeſſing my linnes, and. 


[ would: have made Got believe; it: was tor! 
ſenſe of my ſiane ?- but God knowes I was 1i./ 
| lear inthat, andrhar filence is now cauſe of 
myroaring -' for if Lhad ſpoken and contetled 
my ſinne actirſt, I might have beene heard in 
 alower voice : but having deferred my repen- 

tanceſo long, what mervaileit God bec gone | 
{0 farre our of hearing, rhatalower yoice then 
roaring, willnever becheard 2 Every finne we 
commir, makes God to turne away his face 
and depare from us: and the longertime the 

finne is unrepented, theJonger time hee hach 
togoctrom usrhe farther; and theftoiver we 
are in repenting,themore he haſtens hispace : 


tomake him toheare us, that by long defer- 


the! fooliſhae(ſe of men'rhar deferre” repenc! 
|tance! for todeferre rhe repenting of finnes, 
15 a greater finne, then the ſiwnes to bee repen- | 
ted + and have weenot! ned ther ofthe low: 
 dervoicetoobtaineforgivenedl cz whentoour 
formerſinnesto'bee repented, is added this 


tooliſh congue, how often haſt thon ſpoken 
| whenie nothing concernedthee ! and wouldſt 
thou notſpeak now whenjt concernedthee ſo 


ging of impartence,and wouldſtthou notſpeak 
nowat theentreaty of repentance 2 Bur why 


| 
| 


andhave wee not nced thento cry the lowder, | 


rinz0ur repentance isgoneſofir trom us? Oh | 


great (inne'of deferring our repentance ? O | 


- 


chen| 


| butby ſinnes of omiſſion often - filenceisne- 


| 


fore am I juſtly puniſhed formy filence: tor 


—_— 


pon the uu Plume. © 


chenisit fayd, Nor nlit tacmifſe. nocet,. asif to 


inded never hurts any by fins of commiſſion, 


ver guilty of -idle words, yet-guilty often of 
idleneſſe, irvlerting ſhippe opportunity, And 


founder ; Thereisatime to ſpeake, and atime 
to hold ones peace: andifthere beeatimetor 
cachoft them , then eachot themiin'itheir due 
timeis good; out of time is bad itisas great. 
a faultto bee ſilent when itis fit to ſpeake, asit 
is ro ſpeake when itis fitto bee ſilent: anditas 
ny time be fit torſpeaking, waſitfor filence, 
thisisthetime, when finnes aretobeeconftel- | 
ſed, and when our iniquitiesare tobe acknow- 
ledged and madeknown to God, Nowthere- 


ſeeing I held my peace whenit was fit to ſpeak, 
now my ſpeaking will not ſerve, but Iam tainc 
to roare- ſeeing I would notſpenda few heurs 
in prayer at firſt, now Iam faine toliecrying 
and praying all the day long. 'Alas, to, what 
a miſerable ſtate had I brought my ſelfe, that] 
could neither make uſe of my ſilence, nor of 
my crying out : forif I held my peace, I con- 
cealcd my ſin ,: and the ſoreſtj} feſtered more 
and more: -andit 1 cried out, ir ſpent my 1pi- 
rits, and the very paine did Ages worke for it 
in my bones, - and madethems old, while my 
body was young« The truth is,.I ele my' (clic 


hold ones peace did never hutt any. 2,filence | 


theiefore Solomons counlell ſeemes much the 


in'paine, burknew not whar' lrayled .L knew 


all |- 


Ly o 
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my 


41 was norwell wirh mee, but knew not well 
why it was ſo: Nowafter muchſearching and 
examining the cauſe, I finde whatic was - Ic 
was even finne, thart layallthis while in my 


carity, and burnt mee to the very bone: but 
finding icto be fin, I was aſhamed to confeſſeit: 
and ſo between ſhame of revealing,and danger 
ofnot revealing, I liveda long time as aman 


- | diſtrated, holding my peace for very ſhame, 


and crying out for very paine: And alas, O 
Lord, how could I chuſe, when t was thy band 
that lay htavie upon mee; thy hand of which it 
is fayd, that with it thou doft terrible things - 
and that which is interrourthe moſt terrible, 


over: thine anger isnot asan Ague, bur as a 
Feaverz comesnot by fits, bur isa continuall | 
fir withouteither remiſſion, or intermiſſion - 
and what mervailethen, itin this rorrid Zone 
ofafflition , my Almond tree flouriſh before 


]thetime, and my ſtrong men bow themſelves 


under the burden £ As a flowerthat is parch- 
ed with the ſunne, and is ready to fall from 
the ſtalke thar upheld ir: and as carth tharis 


ble into duſt and powder - fuch, O Lord, was 
[ , while neither wind, nor ſo much as a breath 
of thy favour blew upon mee; while neither 
ſhowre, nor ſo much as the dew of thy Grace 
infſtilledinto me: andinthismaze of diftrefſe 
whither could I thinke toturne my ſelfe for 


helper 


boſome, asa fire rakedupin'the embers of ſe- | 


when thou once beginneſt, rhou nevergiveſt | 


overdried with the heat, andis ready tocrum<| 


— 


| 
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helpes Lthoughr: ſametittitsthat cimemight 
helpe mes: but alas, time was no friend-of | 
mine; forthe longer time 1 ſtayed, the more | 
my ſore feſtcred and rankled wathin meezrhen | 
Ithoughr thar place-mighthelpe mee 33 buta? 
las, I turned mee from1ide tofide;, and'eould 
| neither findereſt in reſting, noreaſein morion? | 
Then I thought of friends,buralas, my friends | 
| were my tortunes, and not'minez they: bore 
| race fayrcin hand, while theweatherwaSfdlt; 
buras ſooneas a ftorme came, they ſhrunke 
the wetting., So T bethought-mee at laſtioÞa| 
way, which the world would rather thinke:a 
Precipice, thehaway, :afid yerperplexediap? 
| was, Frhoughtbeſt to'ventureit:!'2 ſaid 7 with f 
confeſſe my ſinnes 18 God: A dangerous ways | #®/*5* | 
| vow, to goe for helperohimwhom:Thadofs 
Fend&:t0 looks; hishand ſhobld raiſcmebp; 
thathad caſt mee:downeb yertfce/the even; 
or rather wonder at-the. wonderfulnefſe' of | 
Gods goodnelle; 7 conftſed my' finne to'God | 
and hee forgave methtiniguitteefryfaunel. ON 
let everyfſtnfull fometakethist! cxThore | 
isnofuch way inthe torment of fit; groan; 
feſſe itto God, For it is not with God:asivis' 
| with mer, Gods waits are not as\mens waies: 
if wee confeſſsa debr tomen;*noway.butwe 
muſt pay it + but in a debt 20" God, the very 
confeſſing itis a payment , anditisinſteadof 
ability, that we acknowledge curfelvestobes 


a 


| 
| 


| unabKs,: + 7 157 P23: £1 lon S157 enut - | 
And itideed; O tny.(oule.; what) danger can 
, 
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thiyabecin conteſingthy ſinncsto God, who 
|| knowes them alreadie better then thy ſelfe £ 
Thou mformeſthim ofnothing hee knew not | 
| befare- thou doſt but diſcharge thy conlci- | 
ences) and profirate thy ſelfe at the foot of his 
mercy :-andhee-isthe Lion of thetribe of 7x. | 
444: and who knowes not that it is the noble | 
nature ofthe Lion toſpare any thing that pro-| 
Sratesjefelfe before hims, If 44am had con- | 
ne is ſrancio God, would God hayecalt 
out of Paradiſe? If Eve had confeſſed 
her finge to God, ſhould ſheehave had ſuch 
|throwes in her child-bcaring s Oh thea lete. 
yety Adam that wonld recqver Paradilc, tet 
every Bve,;that would haye caſein her labour, 
ane le their finances to: God: for they may be 
cankidenaratrue confeſon ſhall never returne, 
eicheruntegarded, orunrewarded: that where 
itwas ſaid before, Bleſſed arethey whoſe ini; 
quitiesare forgiven, and whole finnes areco. 
vercd + wee may now alter the ſtile and ſay, 
Bleſſed arethey- whoſe iniquities arc confel- 
ſed; 2nd, e {innes are difcoyered,. For if 
| wecanfeſſethem, God isjuſt, and will forgive 
them 3 iE wee diſcoverthem, Godis merciful! 
and willcoverthem: that as It was ſaydof A4- 
brabans;hebclicyed, and it was counted to.him 
for rightcouſacfſe : ſoit ſhall bee ſayd. of ys; 
wee confefſe our injquities, and tis imputcd 
to-us for innocencic. | 
But isthere nothing required to forgyyenes 
of ſins but onely the conteſiingof them's' A-| 


_ la Sy 


f 
a 
_— mm. _— __ — 
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| 


| ——— 


| hewillgrant a wholepardon, for oncly apiece 
of repentance ? Indeed fo'great is Gods for- 
| wardneſſe in ſhewing of mercy,:ſogreat his fa- 
vour towards penitcntfinners=thatas he'uſeth 


 gracetothem, ſohe acceptsofthe figureſyn- 
| echdoche in their performance” to: him:- 
| though confefionbe but apartafrepentance, 
yet if it bee a true-part hee atcoptsatfs 

| whole,and puts a penirent in poſſeſſion eta fi 
pardon upon his firſt payment. But then' it 


earth was in the begtrining;. xs 4erinf TA 


erat bonune;asthe conftiic of Pherach bn [walas 
| was: but it muſt bee Confeſſis informats,a CO. 
| feſſion of ane in whoſe ſpirit 1s.no gle: a con- 
| feſfionnot onely Grevias, but Partureens , In 
labour, whichiscdntrition- ſuchas che Pub- 
licans was, who in confeſling ſtroke his breſt. 
And yetthisis notall, but itmuſt beea confel- 
| forrmade to Gad:: Phareobindecd confeiled, 
| butir was burto X5ſesc and Iwdescofded, but 
it was but ro the Rulers , neither of them to! 
God, as Daviddoth here: and yet, neither ts; 
thisall, butir muſt beea confeſlton, "— 
|| fefſingroconteſſe; as it is here: 17 ſey# 1.56644 
| confeſſe my finne to:Ged: and this kinde of con- 
feflion is fo acceptable to Gdd,thatnext to 2 
| Martyr,heelovesa Coanfeffor; co 10 


! 


be 32. Pſatmec)::\\. | 
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| las,confefſion is buta parrot repentatce:Gods 
pardonsare alwaiesentite, andis.itlicelythat| - 


| the Geure, 1 may. ſap /ofi Anticipatianinkis| 


| muſt not bee a bare confeſhon, 'ſuch'as'the | 


of which, it wasnotſdyd, Ef widirD ave qued | 


—_— 
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'frben my-ſoule, if my heart bee the true place 
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ah 
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For this, ſhall every one that is godly pray 
uato thee in's time when then maiſt bee fownd: 
For what tavour can a:prayer looke'to finde, 
that is made to onethatis not to bee found ? 
Burare therethen criticall times for finding of 


nyplace 2 Erernall, and may be foundatany 
time? O my foule, it is nceicher time nor place 


thatisanyconfiderablecircumftance for find- 
'ingof God: bur ifthou wouldſtknow the true 


placeto findehim indeed, thoumuſtlook him 
anthy keart: if thetrueſt time, thou muſt ob- ' 
ſerve thy repentance: for in a penitent heart 
are? all the conſiderable circumſtances for 
finding of God, either fortime or place : look 
-him there, and thenthouſhalt finde him:look 
him then, and there thou ſhalt finde him. O 


for finding of God, had I not needto looke 
him there betimes £ for how long am TI ſure 


| I ſhall keep my-heart 21 may beſure, not long, 
 [{eeingitis alwaiesupongoing,. and makes al 
the haſte ircanrobegone - andifit ſhould be 


gone before I finde Godinit, alas my ſonle, 


what may weeſay is the/truetime when God 
may bee found ? What, nodoubt, but the pre- 
ſent rime ? for ſeeing in God, thereis ncither 
time paft, nor timetocome, how thould wee 
oy looke 


— — —— 
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_ | God, astherearefor taking of Phylick, or for | 
ſerting of figures.in Aſtrologie 2 Is not God 
where, and therefore to bee foundin a- | 


|rhere would beeno finding him there, forthee | 


L forever. And asthe heartisthertrueplace; ſo 


a— 
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looke to finde him wherehee is not 2: Forthis 
thercfere fhall every onethat is ou pray 
to God while hee may bee found, tharis,pre- 
ſently, andar-this very inſtant, and not defer 
repentance tothe time cocome,inwhich God | 
isnot found, no moxe thenir isfound-in Ged. 
.. God no doubt may bee foundatalltimes; | 
burwee arenotatalltimesin caſe to-finde him: 
for how ſhould wee finde him, when we have 
no cyes to looke, him ? -and am1 ſureI ſhall, 
have eyes alwaics 2 God knowes,)I. am ſureT 
ſhallnot, for 1 finde them to grow dimmer 
every day then other z and this dimneſſe.ere 
long, muſt needs end-in darknefſe.* Ohthen 
my ſoule; make haſte to fiade God, beforethe 
cryſtall of thinecyes bee broken : for if thou | 
|rarrytillchen, there will bee no finding him; 
and if nor finde him, no asking him forgivenes: 
andifnotaskeit,, nothayeit ; and nothaving. 
forgiveneſſe, there will bee no bleſſednefle. 
For this ſhall every one thatis godly pray'to 
God while heemay bee found, thatis; before 
his lights bee put-out , and before hee goe to 
dwell at the City of Wormes, i in the dungeon 
-of darknes.T here isindeedno findingof God, 
| withoutrepentance,, and no repentance with- 
out faith - which becauſei it ſhall ceaſe imthe 
 Hlifetocome; we-muſt therfore ind himnow, 
or ſhall not atall, cither. here. or not hercafter. 
But if no more but repentance bee required |: 
for finding of God : what hinders, but he may | 
je exons at any time: ſeeing what hinders, 
TE + bur: 


—_ 
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| but I may repent at any time? O my ſoule, | 
wha tells thee ſo £ For haſt thou the heart to 


| true repentance is a breaking of the hearr. 


iid. cen th. "IR i 


breakethy hearbatanycime? and if thou haſt | 
not,chea'canſtthounotrepentatany time: for 


Thos maiſt pechaps- quench 'the ſpirit when | 
thou pleaſeſts burcanſt thou ſer ita burning | 
whenthoupleaſeſt? If rhou canſt nor, then 
canſtrhounot repent when thou pleaſeſt; for 


 |--/Butisthereindeedany timewhen God may 
{ notbe found ? Ishelikere ſome Princes, who 


atrue repentance , isnever withouta burning 
ardour of Gods Spiric. ' ' © | 


 fhurthemlelyes up'in ſtateattimes, andare not 
theato bee ſpoken withall, or ſeene? O great 
God, thouartnotlike man, and therefore not 
found after their manner: found, when onely 
their perſons are found: but to findethee, is 
£0 find thee gracious, without which, as good 
loſt chou wert, as found - and gracious can 
none finderhee, bur onely the penitent: and 
therefore for this, ſhall every onethat is god!y 
pray unto thee, fo that through the grace of a 


| 


— 


— 


| : for 


erucrepentince, heemay findethee gracious. 
When a finne is committed, a ſhower of 
Gods anger raines preſently downe upon the | 
{inner; and continues raining, till there be re-: 
pentance -| andifthe repentance bee deferred 
long, it may'rainedowne anger fo long, till 
make a floud, and then there will bee no go-' 
ing neereto God for watet : but rather the wa- 
| ter will goe-necre tobee acauſe of drowning: 
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for itis not every onescafe \tohavean Atke to 
ſave himfelfcin frem the loud of Gadsanger; 
hee onely may bee confident to bee ſaved, that: 
like Noah, begins to make his Arke betimes, 
and returnsto God with afpecdy repentance; 

Butwhy is it fayd, _ one thatis. godly, 
and not rather, every onethatis wiſe 2 ſeeing 
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it is wiſedome, and not gedlinefſe, that can 
difcerne the firneffe of ttmesand ſeaſons? Is it 
not, that wifedome,and goelinefe inſpirituall 


 domewithour godlincfſe,' nogodlinefit with- 
_ | ourtruewiſedome - but therefore rather ſaid 
god}ythenwiſe, becauſe indeedthere is-no ©- 
ther godlinefle, . thoughthere bee other wiſe- 
e bleſ- 


And now, © my ſoule, confider th 


verſion it makes in-a 'penitcnt heart +1 could 


never thinke before, but that the warld wes: 


diſe - but now Icanfay; \Theu, OGed; arf'my 
refuge from tribn/4tjon 3 theu;mwy lubllee'a- 
_— all perſecutions: the place from which T 

id wy ſelfc before, is now become the-place 
to'hide.meeio 7 and that which] fled frohwbe» 
fore, aSmy ondy terrour, new fyctoas my! 
onely ſuccour. Before] repented ,.'T thought 
tharrogoto God, wastorunne upopareckes 
bur now Ifindeit istogo inte the Hayen ;;Be- 


fore, Ithoughrſtil] upon —— A man 
r, 


fall leave Father, and mother, and chavect| 
i is 


matters, areterms convertible: No true wile: | 


{cdneſſe of atrue repentance, and whata-$9n-| 


| the ſafeſt ſanQuaryz 'the fcſh, the we | 
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 [bonmymet, there isnd bleſſedneſſe-but in clea- | 


[force Irepented,I (rid tothe world zgypr,thou.' 


[fand: andis my glory comenow to this, that 
|{Tamghad ofa placero hide mein? Indeed, Sc 


|thounatt ſure caough bf ia place: ro hide rhee, 
|ſceing-aſpanne'or rwo'ot carthwill ſcrye thy 
|tarnet' Iris thou my foule, thar makeſt mec. 
glad of aphcero hids me, forrhouindced arc | 


| 


hiswiſd :Socnow I finde; that Adherere Deo | 


ving to God. ' Before Irepented, I aſpiredto | 
aethinp, but to firat Dives his table, and to. 
faredeliciouſly every day -: I tooke pleaſure, 
it nothing, bat: in/weariag ſotc rayment,7in 
mirthand jolliry : bat now I finde tharall the] 
difhes I fed onthere were poyſon:: I find there 
is no wearing like coſack-cloth,naſweer pow-, 
der like to athes,' and ſay to laughter thou art. 
mad. Thou, O Chriſt, artthetrue food that; 
nouriſhethtoeternall life : Thou, therruegar-, 
ment, that gives mee entranceto the marriage, 
of the-Lambe-, and makeſt! mee to:heare! the 
melody of Heaven, inthequire of Angels; Be- 


att my ſtaffe; andtorhefleſiPaliah, thouarr | 
my joy's batnow-I can ay; Thou, O/God, | 
art ty refageinalitribulations; Thouzthe joy | 
ofmy heatr, againſt all my p?rſecutors. 

'But' O the vanity ofthe world, have I lived | 
rohearecthatigloriousacclamation,: Saul hath | 
killed his thouſand, and Daviathis ten thou- 


rranfit gloris Mundi.” Buc O:my bodie:, never 


doethoutroublethyſelte'for/ themarter, for 


+291 02008 , thou/lyeſt 'open to-all aſ- 


faults 


—__/ 
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world, and that whichis morethen theſe, to 
the angry hand of God: and from this it is 
chiefly, Iam glad ofaplaceto hide me:though 
the world may thinke it ſtrange I ſhould goeto 
God, to hide mee from God: But O fooliſh 


Mercy, to hide mefrom his Iuſticez for God 
forbid, I ſhould bee of thoſe, that call to the 
Mouataines to cover them, and tothe Hills 
to hide them, No, deare Icſus, Thou art 
the Mountaine that muſt cover mee; Thou, 


1oab had fled, it had not been Abzer thatcould 
havedrawne him forth. 


— 


todefend him, and could hee not bee ſate un- 
| lefle he were hidden and ſay he were brought 
to 2 neceſſity of hiding himſelfe; yer is hee 
well adviſed to make choyce of God, for his 


for hidingzand what hiding thencould he look 
for of God, who is nothing but light * O my 
' ſoule, thereis nao hiding ſo excellent, as to be 
hidden with light; for thither my enemies, 
who arechildren ef darkneſſecan acyercome. 
When I am hidden with light, I can ſee my 
enemies, and they notſce mee: not muchun- 
like the ad vantage that God himſelfe hath 'o- 
ver us. When Tam hidden with light, there 
' is more glory inthelight, then deſparagement 


'inthe hiding : and have I not reaſon then., to 
K -__ make 


_—_— 


world., it is not ſtrange, for I goe ro Gods: 


the SanQuary, that I flye unto: to which if 


placeto hide him? The darkeſt placesare fitteſt 


ſaults of Sathan, to all remprations of the| 


| 


4 


| 


Buthad not David Towers, and Fortrelſles | 


| 
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make choyce of God who dwellsin lightinac- | 
ceſfible, for my-placeto hiteme 7 Othershi- 
ding can but keep me from theeyes of my cne-| 
mies,itcannot keepe me from ehehandsof my 
enemies: Gods hiding can doe both: For, 
Theu, 0 God, ſhalt preſerve mee from trowble : 
though in others hiding, enemies perhaps can» 
not, yet troubles at leaſt may'finde mee out; 
but when thou hideſt mee; asenemies cannor, 
ſo rroubles dare not: I thall bee as free from 
the feare, as fromthe ſenſeoftroubles. And 
yet, O God, it thou ſhouldſt onely preſerve | 
mee from trouble:, this wereno more, then I 
mightenjoy,if1 were a ſenfleſſe creatnre; for 
what trouble, where thereisno ſenſe? -bnt thy 
hiding will do morethen this: itwill compaſſe | 
me about with ſongs of deliverance:and thiswil | 
givemeafſenfe,and inthatſenſea delightofthec 
happines I enjoy by the benefit afthy hiding. 
:- Ifchou fſhouldfbdetiver mee but tn part, 
ſhouldinparrbet in bondage fill : 2nd what 
would my ſtatebeerhe betrer for rhis ? ſeeing | 
in this cafe, all-ftgnres are ſynechdoches; a| 
art here asmich asthe whole:/ ro bee a Pri- 
lonerinpart, :isto beea' Priſoneralrogerher - | 
but when thou compaſſeſt mee abonr with de-. 
liverancez this leaves no placefor fyhechdo- | 
ches, but gives mee a rotalland abſolort free- 
| domey and'makes mee obnoxious to no mo- | 
lcſtation, , And yerifthou ſhouldſt alſo com: | 
palle mee with deliverance, and fo leave mee, | 


| [might beftill both infenfible of ir inmy ſelfe, | 
| 
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upon the 32, Pſalme, 

and unthankfull forir ro thee , and ſo my ſtare | 
bur little the better for this ncithere but when 
thou compaſſeft mee about with ſongs of de. 
 liverance; this makes mee aQuiriſter/ in the 
Quire (I-night fay of Angells,) but that their 
tongsareall ſongsof Tubilee, and mine onely 
of deliverance. -O my ſ{oule, God is not a 

dcliverer like a halfe Moone, bright in one! 
part, and darke in;anorher, but he is a delive- 
rer like the/Sunne, - his deliverance ſhines al- | 
| wates the whole compaſſe + and with his deli- 
verance, hee deliversalſofongs of thankfulnes 

tro him, 'andin my ſelfe of joyfulnelle. 
Bur what need isthere of Plurality of ſongs? 

| may not one ſong ſerve £ and if one may, what 
need many? One ſong perhaps, may ſerve. 
for one deliverance: bur if 'there bee many 
 delivexances, muſt therenot bee many/ſongs?_ 
and muſttherenot be many deliverances,wlen | . 
| there are many bondages? and arethere not | 
many bondages when I incurre a new bon- | | 
dage, asofrenasI commit a new finne ? and 
yet another reaſon as great as this: For ſay | 
| | that Gods deliverance bee but one , will thar 
one deliverance require but oneiſong ? O my A 
| ſoule, it deſerves, and theretore requires, I 
fay not a Pluralicie, but an infiniticotſongs -| 
forthere muſt be ſome ſongsro expreſle it, and i 
Others to extoll ir, ſome longs of iſ erere, | 
and others of Mazwificat : ſome de profandis, 
and others ix excelſjs, ſome ſongs of praile, 
and others of thankſgiving : and though _ 
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will bec 2 time when ell theſe ſongs ſhall bee 


| colletedinroone, andifo colleted make the 


great Canticum Canticorum : yet till that time 
come, there will bee need of many ſongs: and 
ſceing I ſhall need many, I hope, O God, thou 
wilt not ſee mee want, and tye me to oneſong: 
but wilt compaſſe mee about with ſongs of de- 
liverance.”, 

But alas, O' Lord, Iam farre as yetfrom be- 
ing compaſſed with ſongs of deliverance; I 
have not ſo muchas 'one ſong of deliverance 
to ſing: forhow ſhould I fing of deliverance, | 
thatam ſtill in bondage ? howling art all, that 
am (till a weeping ? ButIknow thy goodnes 
O God, Iknow how much thou delighteſtin 
the Mulicke of Thankſgiving. and therefore, |. 
am aſſured, thetime will come, and. {confide- 
ring the haſte thou makeſt ) will come ſpeedi- | 
ly$ that thou wilt compaſſe mee about with 
{ongs of deliverance, 

Bug have I beene all this while right, inthe 
underſtanding of Davids meaning, where hee 
ſaith , * Thou ſhalt compaſſe mee abour with 
{ongs of deliverance ? tor arethey ſongs that 
are ſung for mee, or ſongs that are ſung by | 
mee? 1t{ung formee, thenthey are men and | 
Angells thar fing them, as rejoycing for: my 
deliverance ;. if ſung by mee, thenitisI, O 

God, that ſing. them tothee, as giving thanks 
tor my deliverance. - Songs of deliverance, of | 
my deliverance, that Iam delivered:or ſongsof 


| deliverance,ot thy deliverance, that thou haſt'| 


1 .; } 
| QCU*) 


og - © ———O OG Ro RR 


ti 
V pF _ Cy dt anc. cum. ti. theta. — RR 4 _ 


OO ET OTE —_ ——_—_— 


—— 
| ——_— 
— Cm 
——— 


| upon the 32. Plalme. 


delivered me. Take them incither ſenſe, & De. 
vid is pleal'd;tak« them cither way,and-God is 
glorified. Sothere need be no queſtion of this, 
yer of this, there will be queſtion:how I can be 
| fure of repenting,it I am notſurerorepent whe 


ſwer, putting the matter upon God ; and there- 
| fore brings God in, as (peaking thus: 7 wid 
| eive thee underſtanding , and will inflruet thee 


invaine: for with-the leflons hee gives, hee 
eivesalſo anaptneſſe ro underſtand them , and 
wichtheaptneſſe, a capacity to performe them: 
andthen having God, for an inſtrutour, by 
. | teaching thee the way,. and for an overlecr, by. 
fixing his eye upon thee :how.canſtthoudoubr 
of profiting in alcarning;where all. rhelearning 
is but one leſſon of repentance, Repentance in- 
deed is but one leſſon ; bur it is the hardeſt 
lefſonin all the booke :- and wee may ſee how | 
hard it is,, by the.great adoe that is: about 
it;-for firſt, God muſt give us underſtand- 


then hee muſt give us inſtructions in its 
and.neicher will this bee enough; then hee mult 
haye a continuall eyc upon us, t 0 hold ustoir, 
and al/theſe together will be but little enough, 
Alas, all theſe together will bee too little, and 
not cnough, if wee bee wanting to our lelves, 
Bee not therefore, O my foule, like the Vine- 


Llirt e andthis queſtion David feemes-to an-/| 


in the may that thou ſhalt walke , Iwill fixe mine | 
eyenpenthee + and Gods inſtructions are never |. 


itig for it; ane this will. not bee enough, | 


K} _ more, 


yard of which. God ſayd , what could I:doe | 
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| Meditations and Di/quifitions | 


'moreto my Vineyard,then I did,andyertithath 
-| broughrforth nothing but wilde grapes? No | 
' my {oule, Bee not like ro Horſe and Mule, tha? 
Verſe 9 | have no underſtanding : when thou art ſhewed | 
| the right way, doe not wilfully runne another 
way: when one comes to 'drefſe and kcembe | 
'rhee, doe not offer tobyre and ſtrike z do not 
caſt thy Riders, nor kickeat thy Rulers: | Bee |, | 
not headſtrong like the Horſe, nor lazy like 
' che Mule: forit thouuſerhy ſelte likea Horle | 
[anda Mule, thou muſt looke to bee uſed like 
'4 Horſe and a Mule; have a bridle put in thy 
| mouth, anda ſnaffle in thy jawes-andiit cheſc 
| will nor{erve, a ſparreandarod too, to quic- 
kenand beate underftanding/into thee. For 
 confider, O my ſoule, in wharſtaterhouſtan- 
delt : though thou haveunderſtanding, as be-/ 

ing made Ad fimilitndinem Des. 

not underſtanding , thou makeſt thy ſelfe Ad 
| femilarudinem Bratt: orrather ſo much worſe 
then a Beaſt, as corruption makes worſe than 
privation: 'forifa man ſhall doe that 
{iingRealon, whicha Horſegor 
Reatvon, ſhall hee nor doe ir, 
more ſhame, 
Kingthat ani 


yerifchon uſe 


by abu- | 
h by wanting | 
hee n not onely with | 
but with more violence, as ma-: 
2at an inſtrument of ſtuhbornnes, which 
was green for a furtherance dF obedience 2 15 
itnorathamefull thing that a man ſhould bee 
 bridled and fpnrred as a Horſe ? 
nor underſtanding , 
: hee muſt bee {o: 


yet if he uſe 
but will beelike a Horſe, 


| o: for 2s underſtanding is the 
| ſterne, 1 may ſay, of a man, to dire him in his 


courſe. \ 
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| courſe, (oa a bfidle 3 is the ſterne of a Horſe: to | 
| ouide him his wayz and hethar willaoc rake . | 
into his heart ,his owne fterne of uaderſtand- | - 
ing, muſt be forcedto take into his mourh, rhe | 
Horſes Rterne of a bridle,' for aſterne hee muſt | 
have, n6 remedy , cither his ewne-ſterne or a 
Horſes, cither anderſtanding ora bridle: that 
wee maytruely ſay, thereis nota morenecel: | 
ſary trade inthe world then a bridle=maker. is; | 
| ſeeing without ſuch aone, there would becay T 
living in the world , for the multitude of un» N 
| rulic Horſes. 
Andthns when men grow ſo wicked.and ſo 
voyd of underſtanding , to bee like Horſe and 
Mule: It may juſtly then bee ſayd,' 3 any are 
jane troubles of the wicked : for? there will bee | Y/c 10 
\troubles of bridle', and troubles of ſnatfle, ; 
| ?70ubles of ſparre, andtroubles ofrod, from 
all which the godly are free: ' No bridle in 
|  \theirmonthes, becauſethey doe that willing- | of 
* | ly, whichthefooliſh:Horſe will not doe but | 
by conftraint. Noſputrre in their fides; bes 
caufe with rhenſhſtace'of Gods grace, they uſe 
underſtandigg, ardriifi readily ofthemſelves, 
tothe markerhatis beforerthem, = 
|  Bnt why then ſhould Daw#in anorher place 
ſoy ;| Cttuny uretherroubles: of the Righteous | ? 
for by this it ſhould: ſeemie, there-is nothing Tz 
- loſtby being wicked, nothing gotten by being 
- (fighreous; 'for whither wicked or righteous, 
there will bee troubles till, Tristrac), there 


will bee tedbIes, bur 15 there not a _—_ 
| 1 ne 
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| moreto my Vineyard,then I did,and yeritharh | 
| broughrforth nothing but wilde grapes? No 
| my ſoule, Bee not like ro Horſe and Mule, that 
| Verſe y | have nounaerſtanding : when thou art ſhewed 
| 
| 
| 


| the right way, doe not wilfully runne another. 


way: when one comes to dreſſe afid kceembe 

'rhee, doe nor offer tobyre and ſtrike 3 do not 
caſt thy Riders, nor kickeat thy Rulers: Bee | 

not headſtrong like the Horſe, nor lazy like 

| ' che Mule: forit thowuſechyſelte likea Horlc 
| anda Mule, thou muſt looke to bee uſed like | 
'4 Horſe and a Mule; have a bridle pur in thy 
mouth, anda ſnafflc in thy jawes:-andit theſe 
| will not ſerve, a ſparreandarod too, to qQuic- 
kenand beate underftanding-into thee. For 
_ confider, O my ſoule, in wharſtaterhouſtan- 
2; deft : though thou haveunderſtanding, as be- | 
ing'made Ad frmmilitudinty Dei. yerifthon uſe 

not underſtanding, thou makeſt thy ſelfe 44 
| fimilarudinem Bratt: orratherſo much worſe 
then a Beaſt, as corruption'makes worſe than 
privation 2 forifa man ſhall doe that by abi 
iingReaton, whicha Horſedorh by wanting | 
Reatvn, ſhall hee nor doe it, not onely with | 
morethame, bur with more violence , as ma-: 
Kkingthar an inſtrument of Rubbornnes: which 
was given for a furtherance dF obedience 2 15 
; itnoraſhamefull thing that a man ſhould bee 
 bridled and fpnrred as a Horſe ? yet if he uſe 
nor underſtanding, but will bee like 2 Horle, 
hee muſt bee ſo: for as underſtanding is the 
| ſterne, I may ſay, of a man,to dire@t him in his 
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| courſe, 'ſoa bfidle is theſterne of a Horſero | 
ouide himinhis way; ahd hethat willaoc take | 
| into his heart ,his owne ſterne of uaderſtand- | 
ing, muſt be forced to take into his mouth, the | 
Horſes terne of a bridles'for aſterne heemuſt | 
have, no remedy, 'cither his owne-ſterne or a 
Horſes, cither vnderſtanding orabridle: that 
wee may truely ſy, rhereis nota morcnecel- 
lary trade inthe world then a bridle=maker. is; 
| ſeeing withour ſuch aone, there would beeng 
living in the world, for the multitude of un» 
| rulie Horſes. 
And thus when men grow ſo wicked.and ſo | 
voyd of underſtanding , to bee like Horſe and 
Mule: It may juſtly then bee fayd,' 3 any are 
[#he troubles of the wicked + for there will bee | Yer/c10 
\troubles of bridle, and troubles of fhatfle, 80 
| 270ubles ct ſpurrc, andtreubles:oFrod,: from | ] 
| all which the godly are free: ' No bridle ih 
their monthes, becauſethey doe that willing- | 
| ly, which the fooliſh-Horſe will not doe bur 
' by conftraint.. Noſpurre in their tides; bes 
caufe with rheaſhſtace of Gods grace, they uſe 
 underſtandigs, ardriin readily ofthemſelyes, bi 
tothe markerthatis before'them. 
\  Bnt why then ſhould Daw#inanorherplace 
fey ;' Cttunyuretherroubles of the Righteous ? | b-- 
for by this it ſhould: ſeemie, there is nothing| - 
loſtby being wicked, nothing gotten by being 
fighreous; 'for whither wicked or righteous, 
there will bee troubles ſtill. Tristrac!, there| | 
will bee troubles. but is rhere nora a | 
| The 
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wicked tend to ruine, The troubles of the 
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The-troubles of the godly are bur onely ou ut- 
' ward, bur the troubles of the wicked are in- 
ward rather: Thetroubles of the godly arc 
' but roexerciſethem , butthe troubles of the 


wicked haye a Corrofive, I may ſay, a worme 
within them, but the troubles 6 the godly | 
have a Cordiall, I may ſay a kernell within 
them, aſweet kernell indeed, that makes am- 
ple amends for all the hardnefle and fraQure | 
' of their ſhell, The troubles of the wicked, 


havens deliverer: bur of the troublesof the 


- nortroubles behind them, neither agonies of 


# 


godly, it ts ſayd, The Lord ſhall deliver them | 

| out of all. And allthis longofGods mercy that 

' compaſſeth them abour. It is no doubr, aftrong 
 fortreſſe ro the godly , that the Angells pitch} 
their tents about them : butirtis a far ſtroager , 

 thar Gods mercy compaſieth them about: for 

| thatwhich is butMinifteriallin the Angells is 
Primitive in Cod : and thoughthe Miniſtery | 
"of Angells may bee: yet Gods mercy can ne- | ' 
ver beefruſtrate, and eſpecially when it com- 
' paſſeth abour for then , neither troubles on 
the right hand,nor croubles on the lefrgneicher| 
| tumours of Proſperity, nor grypings of Ad-| 
verſity : then neither troubles before them, 


[rerrour, nor rackes of perſecution', all eyer | 
' come ſoneere them, asto touch them; atleaſk, 

'notſo prevaile againſt them, asto kurt theme 
' That notwithſianding .all their troubles: Ic} 


| hall beejuſtly ſayd ſtill, Bee glad yee rhat are| 
 righte-| 


at. ———— _ 


righteous, and rejoyce in the Lord; Jhowte for 
joy, all yee that are wright of heart... ; | |: 
\ And mayitnothbee as well ſapdtothe wic- 
ked: Bee glad, and ſhowte for jay ?, oxrather: 
* have they not more cauſe of rejoycing,'then 
thegodly; The wicked indeed may rejoyce 
to ſee their full barges and, tacirtull bags + bar 


5 


| heareir ſayd, Staſte bac nocde repetent avimans- 
t#am 2 They, may rejoycerto fic with Belſhas- 
£47 at their full cups, in revelling and feaſting: 
bur alas , what becomes of their. xejoycing, 
whenthey ſce:it. written upanthe wall before 


| the world is oftencanvertcd.,, alwaiesconver- 


God, never {uftcrs.Ecclyple«) Arſingle kinde 
of joy the wicked. maykaxc bur becauſetheir 
rejoycing is in the yqtld, and not in God; 
they are farre, God knowesfrom ſhowting for 
joy. None but the righteous rejoyce in the 


can ſhowte for joy. This David did, when 
hee danced beforethe Arke : and this Abra-; 


{ games, where but a Garland 1s gotten perhaps 
of Bay, at moſt but of ſome fading matter: 
[ltheir not bee ſhowring for joy, atthe 


them, Mere, Tekel, Peres? All gladneſſe of | 


| Domint-- joy; rofeerhe day of 
Chrift. Is there ſhowring for joy at Olympick | 


ih. Pare kDE\ 3 ani adines Y 


alas, what þecomes of tucirizay, when they | - 


tibleinto ſoxrow z,0061y thegladnelle thats in | 


Lord: and therefore none bur the rightcous | 


ham did; when Exultavit ut wideret diem | 


— > _ 


-gameofthe great Olympus, where there wil be |; 


nor: 


a crown gotten ofglory,that ſhall ncver wither | 
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nor fadeaway ?* O my foule, there will bethe 
victory, thatis onely worthy of ſhowting for 
| joy + which asit is common'to allrhe godly, 
ſoit is proper'to onelythe godly: who bci ing. 
| uprightin heart, and having their conyerſaci- 
on in Heaven already, they ſce with cleerer | 
eyes than' CAbrebem ſaw Chrifts day , the 
ſainesexpeRingthem, the, ngelStea, yo Ie-; 
ceive then ; and chat which'ismorethan the. 
moſt thatcan be ſai'o? thought, God himſefle. 
| preparing for them! their ity Manſions of | 
| -Beatirude: 'that weemay ly concludeas 
:' webegan, Ble Foes Ong) 6 ſe 1ntqui- 
quities art forgiven, and mbiſe ſins 
arecovered, Bleſſed is the man 
19 whow the Lord imputerh 
© wo fenne, andin whoſe 
 - Spiris vhert's © 
” guile. 


——llth. 


. . a a 
4 4 ** wh = VE: oa Ja 
+ SAY oo + . + © \% = » s & - b# k 4 iy” 


= &@@ CS CE CC OE IE" TO Oe : MS W9e 5 N0R ene ent | 
CIT TO TO Yoga ITY | ' x 


222252 


, Rt So 
I ns. 


TIAE 


| E1I GH en?! 
© PSAEME. 


£205 Land rebuke mee not in thine anger, 


] /2 diſpleaſmee. 
FSEGY 2 Forthine arrows ſlicke faſt 
mm mee; and thy hand preſſeth meeſore.. = 
2 There is w Jaunaneſſe in my fleſh, becauſe 
of thine anger : neither ts thers any reſt in. my 
bones, by reaſon of my ſmne. _ 


L Toe movening all the deydong, 


THIRFIE 


Sf agg \v neither chaften mee 11 thy heavit\ 


| * 4 ' For mine iniquities are gone ver my bead, 
(4 areas barter, they are too-bravie for mee. | 
5 I becauſe 


F 7 ow 62 nbled 1 on broddronegrea-| ; 


7 Fir 
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through the diſquaerneſſe of my heart. 


great # not hid from thee, 
| 


from mee. 


| - 12 Theyalſo that ſeeke after my life lay ſnares 
for mee; and they that ſeeke my burt, ſpeake miſs 


7 For my bones are e filed with a loath/m! me | 
Teaſe and there is no ſoundieſſe in my fleſh, | 
8 [an feeble andjore broken. Lhave reared | 


© Lord, all my defare ts To thee ; an! my 


1o My teart panteth , my flrength failethine; 
and as foi lghtaf 5 Ok ta is gone 


11 My h EO friends fiondaoof From my 
|/ore, and my kirſmen anda farre off. 


chievous things, and imagine deceit all the day long. 
| 13 ButIas adeafe man heardnot, and I was 
as a dmbe man that openeth not his mouth. . 
14 Thus I was as pm thee begrathwes and 
Fil, whoſe month are no \ 
15 For m thee, O Lord, ave 1 bop Then wik 
beare mee, O Lord, my Gad.  \ _. 
| 16 He Lied, Ehwre mary atlarna they 
ſhould y85ayce over mee :\ When axxJaat; jiperd; 
they magnifie themſelves again/] mee > | 
| 17 For I amreadie to balt ime 
* | continually befareaiees:.. ' \ma\ 0 
18 For Iwill deckve mine nique; : Iwill be 


Jorry 
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 Jorryfor my ſame. 


ſtrong; and they that hate mee without cauſe, are 
multiplied- | 


20 They alſo that render wil for good are 


good 1 FLA 


farre from mee. 


22 Make haſte to belpe mee, 0 Lordny ſal. 
vation. 


FA, Ut isitnot anabſurd requeſt, to re- 
143, quirc God, notto rebuke mee in 
{ his anger ; as though I thought 
LS hee wouldrebuke mecif hee were 
notangry ? Isit not a (enflefle ſuite, to pray 
to God, notto chaſten meein his difplealare; | 
| a$ though hee would chaſten mee if hee were 
not diſpleaſed? The frowardeſt natures that 


| 19 Butmineenemics are lively, and they are 


mine adverſaries; becauſe T follow the og that | 
; 2 Forſakemenat, O Lord, O my God he noe | 


 FVerſer, | 
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Mediations upon 


are, will yerbe quiet ” long asthey be pleaſ'd: 
and ſhalt I have ſuch achought, of the grear, 


and yet not bee quiet? But O my ſoule, Is it 
all one, to rebuke in his anger , and to rcbuke 
when hee isangry © He may rebuke when hee 
isangry, and yet reftraineand bridlein his an- 
ger: battorcbuke in his anger, 1s to lerlooſc 


. | the reines tohis anger - and whatis itto give 


the reinesto his anger, butto mak ir out-run 
his mercy 2 and then what a miſerable cafe 


and not his mercie readieto relieve mee? to 


| have his indignation fall upon mee, when 
| his loving kindnefle were not by to takeit off ? 


On.therefore, rebuke mee not inthine anger, 
O God : butlet thy rebuking ſtay forthy mer- 
ciez chaſten mce not inthy diſpleaſure, butler 
thy lovingkindneſlſe have the keeping of thy 
rod. F 

— Butthough the requeſt beneverſo juſt; yet 
muſt itnotneeds bea weariſomething to God, 


to have us alwaics cometo him withthe ſame | 


petition, as though wee would perſecutehim 
| with importunity, and make him doe that, 
which he is not willing todoe e forif he were 
willing to 'grant it, hee would no doudi 


| have done it before now; when in the fixth 


| Pſalme, we asked him as carneſtly forir,as we 
can doe in this. But O my ſoule, is importu- 
nity a fault ? if it bee, iris 4 fault I ſhall hard- 


ly bee perſwaded ever to leaye. Did Chriſt 


COUnt 


tt. 


yet gracions God, that hee ſhould be pleaſ'd, | 


ſhould I bee in, to have his angerto affaulc me, 
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the 38. Palme. 

| COuntita taulr in the woman of Canaan, who 

| would tzke no anſwer; but ſtil cried after 
| him, till hee granted herſuite * Did not Abra- 
hewi imporiune God five times, about theſpa- 
ring of Sodeme 7 and did not God grantas long 
as hee i importund 2 And may wee notthinke 
| thatit hee had continucd his importunity ſt1ll, 
\ hee might as well have gotten Sodome to bee | 
| ſpared for one mans lake, ashee had done for 
ten 2 Is Godlike man, thatthe importunitic 
of ſuitours ſhould bee atroubleto him * Can | 
wee thinke, that God ſhould bee diſpleaſed | | 
| with our importunity to him, when heis plea- | 
ſedto uſe importunity himſeltero us 2 Did not | 
God callto Samxel!, threetimes one after ano- 
therz when hee bid him goto E/z, with ameb-| 
ſage « Was itnot importunity which Chrift | 
| uſed;to Peter, when thrice together hee asked! if 
him, S:90# ſonne of Jonas, loveſt thoumee ? i 
Indced Peter ſeemed not well pleaſ'd with this {| 
importunity : but, God never was, neveryvill | 
bee found to bee. diſplealed with-it. Never | 
theretore fearcto bceimportunatewith God ;| | 
butfeare rather, thou canſt never bee impor: { 
cunate enough; forſo highly 'is Godpleaſed,] | 
ograther indeed delighted with our importu- 
nity in praying , that hee oftcurimes denies'| 
| the firſt ſuixof his ſervants, becauſehe woulc|| | 
' bee importun'd by a ſecond 3 ofrentimesthe | | 

ſecond, becauſe hee would haves third, :iIn- 
deed, that whichinfſuics to merris imporww-, | q 

tie; kf et God: i5 teryencie- and perfevc- I 
| "Saf rance. / F 
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| ſayſurprizedmezſeeing whenlthought my Elf | 
| then theſe arrows of his anger lighted ups me, | 


| that ſhor them, is ever able to draw them forth 


anger: and have notT juſt cauſe to feare it, 


| 


Meditations upon + * 


rance, and'{ſcemes to reſemble the nature of 
the Seraphims 3 where ſingle prayerbut of or- 
dinary Angels, of whom as ſome fell, ſo this 
may faile, and often doth, the other never. 
But though importunity bee ro God moſt; 
pleaſing alwaics: yettous, it is then moſt ne- 
celfary, when the cheerfull face of God 1s 
turned into frownes; and when there is a juſt- 
ly eonceived feare of-the continuance of his 


having the arrowes of his anger ſticking ſo 
faſt in mee? 'if hee had meant to make me but 
a Butr, at whichto ſhoot his arrows; he would 
quickly, Iſuppoſe, have taken them up againe; | 
bur now that heeleaves them ſticking in mee, | 
what can Ithink, but that he meanes to make 
mee his quiverz and'thenT may looke long e- 
nough, before hee come to plucke them our. | 
They arearrows indeed that are fethered with 
ſwiftnefſe, and headed with ſharpneſſe ; and 
togivethem a force in flying, they are ſhor, I 
may ſay, out of his Crofſe-bow, Tam ſure his 
bow of croſſes: for noarrowes can flie {o faſt, 
none pierce ſo deep, as the croſſes & afflitions| 
with which he hath ſurprized me : | may truly 


moſt-ſafe,and ſaid, I ſhall never bemovyed:even 
and ſtick ſo faſt inmy fleſh,that no arm but his 


Oh then, as thou haſt ſtretched forth thine 


arme of atiger, O God, toſhoottheſe arrowes 
at | 
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the 38. P/alme. 


at mee; So ſtretch forth rhinearme of mercy> 
to draw them forth, that I may rather fing 
Hymns, then Dyrges unto thee: and that thou 
maift ſhew thy power, as well in pardoning, 
as thou haſt done in condemning... [,alas, am 
as an Anvile under two hammers: one, of 
thine. anger, another of my ſinnez both of 
them beating inceſſantly upon mee the ham- 
mer efthine anger, beatingupon my fleſh, and 
making thatunſound : the hammerofmyiſin, 
beating upon my bones, and makingthem un- 
quict; although indeed both beat upon both: 
but thine anger more upon my fleſh, as being 
moreſenfible: my' fin more upon! my: benes, 
as being more obqurate. 'Gods anger and fin, 
arethetwo cfficicnt cauſes of all miſery z_ but 
the Procatarkticke cauſe indeed, is fin: Gods 
anger, like the houſerbat S«umpſon pulledupon 
his own head. falls not upon us, but whenwe | 


pullitupon our ſelves, by finne. = 
. I know by the unſoundneſſe of my flefh, | 


that: God is angry with me: for if it werenot | 
| for his anger, my fleſhwould bee ſound : | but 
what ſoundneſlſe can bein it now , when Gods 
angry hand lies beating upon it continually, : 
and never ceaſcth ? I know by the unquietnes 
| of my bones, that I havefioneinmy boſome; 
for if it were nort'for finne, my bones would 
| bee quiet: But what quictnefle can' bee in 
them now, when fin lies gnawing upon them | 
inceffantly. with the worme of xemorſe ?' one 


would thinke my bones were farrecnoughre- 
L3 moved 
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moved, and cloſelyenough hidden from fins 
doing them any hare: yer ſee the ſearching | 
nature, the venemous poyſonof fiance, which. 
pierceththrough my flzth, and makes unqui. 
etneſfle in my very bones. 
Iknow my fleſhis guilty of many faults, by | 
which. it juſtly deſerves unſoundnefſe: but 
what have my bones done? for they miniſter 
nofuelltothe Aamesofmy fleſhes ſenſuality ; 
and why then ſhouldthey bee troubled ? But 
arenotmy bones ſupporters of my fleſh, and 
are they not bythis, at leaſt acceſlary to my 
flcſhesfaults ® as acceſ[iries then, they areſub- 
jeetto rhe ſame puniſhmentthefleth it ſelte is, 
whichis the principall, 
I cannot but wonder at this condition in 
my ſclte: rhere is nothing I more loaththen 
\finae, yernorthing Imorewillingly embrace :. 
|Rothing thar I' more abhorre, yet nothing 
I more readily entertaine : what meryailethen, 
iFtheir bee unſoundneſſe in my fleſh, and un- 
Tquictneſſe in my. bones; ' when. I will ncedes 
|bee raking ſo turbulent a gueſt, ſo deadly a 
[poyſonas finneis intomy boſome © and mike 
lan idollofthat, which I know ſo wellto bee 2 
'Asa manthat ftands'in the water, as Jong 
tasircomes-burto his middleg:or butupto his 
thoulders, cadures and bearcs it ſafly enough; 
bur when'it comes; once to g0e oyer his head, 
 fitrhen overwhelmes and{preſencly friingles 
in: Tectatavamy L: my finnc'a long tune, 
A108 £ came 
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| the 28. Pſalme. 
came I may ſay, but up tomy thoulders; and | 
| then Ithought my ſelfe fate enongh; now God | | 
| knowes, I am over head andeares in finne, and 
ſo overwhelmed with it, that my breathis ta- | 
ken from mee, and I havenot ſo muchas any 
breath of Grace remaining in me. No ſtrength 
is ſogrear, but ir may be overburdened, though 
Sampſon went light away with the gates of Az- 
24h; yct when a whole houſe fell upon him, 
[ it cruſhed himto death, And ſuch, alas,am I, | | 
| Thave had finasa burdenupon mee, everfince; 
| I was borne: but bore them a long time as 
light, as Sampſon didthegates of Azzahz but| 
now that I havepulled a whole houſe of finne | . | 
upon mee, how can I chuſe but be cruſhed ro | 
death with ſogreata weight? Andcruſhed, O 
my Soule, thou ſhouldſt be indeed; if God for 
all hisanger, did not take ſome pitty on thee: | 
{ and for all hisdiſpleaſure, did not ſtay hishand | 
from furtherchaſteningthee. 
I know, O Lord, Ihave done moſt fooliſh- | | 
ly,to let my ſores runneſo long, withourſeek- | _ 
ing for helpe: Fornow, My wounds flinke and | Ferſe's 
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| are corrupt; in as 1ll a caſe as L4zar#s body 
| was, when it had beene fouredaies buried ; C- 
noughto make any man deſpaire, that didnot 
knowthceas ] doe: For, doenotTIknow,'that 
Nullym tempus vecyrrit tibi ?: doenort I know, 
thou haſt as well wiſedometo remedy my foo- 
| liſhneſſe,as power tocure my wounds? Could 
the grave hold L4azarm, when thou didftbut 
| openthy mouth to call him forth? No more 
[-- M = ' 
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Verſe 6 


| Canthe corruption ofmy ſores, bee any hinde- 


7 have them be cured. Alchough therfore I have 
done my owne diſcretion wrong to deferre my 


| mercitull, as thou art powerfull: Each oftcthem 


themrtogerher, of mourning all the day long. 


_ Meditations upon 
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rancetotheir healing, when thy plcaſure is to | 


— 


care; yet | will not doethy power wrong, to 
deſpaire of thy cure: for, how ſhould 1 deſpair, 
who know thee tobe as powerfull , as thou art 
mercitull; if I may not rather ſay, to bee as 


& MIT ogg — _— 


indeedan Abyſs : and when Abyſs Aby (ſun 
vocat, what marvell, it their follow marvells? 
AndasI do notdeſpaire,{o neither do I pre- 
ſume: For 1 am troubled, 1 4 bowed downe, and | 
go mourning all the day long. I am troubled no 

lcfſe with the gricte of thy difpleaſure, then 
with the paine of my. wounds: each of them 

alone , juſt cauſe ot mourning ; but both of 


[ have told hertofore, how I ſpend my night: 
all the night I water my bed with teares. Now 


mourning. And can itbe, O God,thouſhouldſt 
| neither regard my weeping,nor my mourning? 
| ncirher my weeping all night, nor my mour- 


{ If my fleſh had continued as God madeir, 
there had been inir, both ſoundnes, and beau- 
| tic ; bur alas, my ſinne, and his arrowes, his 
arrowes byreaſon of my fin, haveſo wounded 

jt, that it is nothing now, but a very Ciſtern of 
corruption: for all finne hath poy{on in it,and 

{ breedes diſeaſes; infinitediſeaſes in the Soule, 


ning all day? [ 


| [tell howT ſpend my dayy all the day longin | 
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the 28. P/abne, 
loathſome diſcaſes in the bodice. And what 
will not diſcaſcs doe in theſe bodies of ours? 
whole ſpirits can be {o errcE, but will beede. 
jeted 2 whole limbes ſo ſtrong, but will bee 
bowed downe 2 whole heart ſo cheerefull, bur 
will bee made to mourne with the violence of 
diſeaſes? And nov thertore, am 1 drjected, 1 am 


may Inotſay, withthe worſt kinde ot mour. 
ning, the mourning perhaps of the chyne : like 


For my loywes are filled with 4 loathſome auſeaſe; 
the very diſcaſe,that made Euuas,and Iohn Bap- 
/f ro weare girdles of bealts SkinSabout their 
loyncs; and they with wearing ſuch girdles, 
prevented in themſelves, the loathſomneſſe of 


| 


{ 


2 


i A. 


|leftto make aperfumein; ſo leathſome, thatit 
| makes me fitfor no company but Lazars, for | 


ti —_—— 


{rherscndurethe ſtinch of my ſores, when Tam 


' on mee, that it hath filled my loynes; ſo filled 


|usinſenfible, inthe ſtarresthemſelvess Thou, | 


girdle, much lefſe of Beaſts Skins : and there- 
forethe diſeaſeis now grown ſo loathſome up- 


them, thatit hathnot ſo much as a ſpare room 


no place but an Hoſpirall : for how ſhould 0- 


notableto endureit my ſelfe? how much lefle, 
| Q God, canſt thou endureit, whoſe pure ſenſe 
is ſenſible, even of that impurity, - which is to. 


{firſt Parents, to make them garments of Bealts 


O God. didft vouchſafe this favoui to our 


bowed down, 1 gomourning all the day/onz:+ and |- 


Horſe and Mule that have no underſtandings |. 


this diſeaſe : but I, alas, neverthoughr of any | 


| Skins to cover their nakednefle, and may wee 
not! 


| RS 
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'|notbc bold to think,that the Girdles of Beaſts 


|thenvouchſate, © God, togiveme ſucha gir. 


, 


RE 


| 
Skins, which Z/145 and 7088 Baptiſs wore about 
their loynes, were alſo of thy making ? Oh 


dleto weare about my loynes; a girdle of con- 
tinence &true mortification z whichthough it 


Meditations upon 
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cannornow, as in Elias and John Baptiſt it did, 
preventthegrowth and loathſomneſle of con- 
cupiſcence in mee: It may atleaſt, asin Mary 


| Aragaaler refiraineit, and make mee capable 
| of being cured, 


And asT have notdeſpaired, nor Preſumed: 
{o ncither haye I murmured nor repined at thy 


worthy to lufferthem, but moſtunableto bear 
them, Iamdejeaed nolefle in body, then in 
(ſpirits and yerthough Icould notfpeake for 
| weaknelle, | have roared for griefezand the un- 


quicrnesof my heart, hath ſupplied the fceble- 
nes of my rongue, Indeed it I could have been 
2 Boanerges,and havegottena yoicelike thun- 
der , I theuld have uſed itnowin ſpeaking to 
thee; thatifmy importunity before could nor, 
atleaſt my loudneſſcnow might prevaile with 
| theegtoprocuretheeto hear me. For ] am feeble 


eines of my heart. Alllong of the unquiernes of 
my bcarr, arid rhe unquietnes of my heart , all 


| longof my fin: for where ſinis,there will never 


bcbutunquicenes of heart, & anunquietheart 
will alwaies produce thefe miſerableetteds : 
beebicnes of dedy, gdcjectednefle of mind, and 


— rYOa. 
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chaſtiſements; I acknowledge my felfe moſt | 


4nd ſort broken, 1 have roared through theangui. | 


| 
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| which ſcemesro requirea ſtrength of ſpirics 7 
Is ir not therefore a roaring, perhaps not ſo 
muchin lowdneſſe,as in an inarticulate expref- 


beaſt thena man, I am forced go uſe a voice, 
not ſo much of a man, as of a beaſt ? Orisit 
perhaps a roaring in ſpirit, which the heart 


or rather then mo{t, when it is moſt feeble - 
not unlikethe blaze of a Candle,then greateſt, 


taine zthe heart isthat unhappy plot of ground 
which receiving into it the accurſed feed of 
finne, brings forth in the bodie and ſoule of 
man, theſe miſerable fruits: and how then can 
I be free from theſe weedes of the fruits, that 
| have received into me ſo great a meaſure of the 
ſeed? Ovilefſinne, that I could as well avoid 
thee, as I can ſee theey or could as eaſily reſiſt 
thee, as I deadly hatethee; I ſhould notthen 
complaine of either feebleneffe of badie, or 
dejeRedneſſe of mind, or roaring of voice: bur 


i. 


cat 


| cioufly beſtow as a bleſſed dowric on our firſt 
' Parents, at their creation. Andnow, O my 
' ſoule, let mee aske thee a queſtion: Why art 
thou caſtdowne, and why ar: thoudiſquieted 
withinmees Hope thou in God; for T will 


may {end forth, thoughthe bodie bee feeble: | 


be 38: P/alme: | 


| | FILhodhs 28 
Bur how canroaring ſtand with feebleneMe/| 


ſing ? that having done aQions more like 2| 


when going out, Howlſoeveritbe, this is cer- | 


| I ſhould perteRly inzoy that happiequietneſſe | * 
inallmy parts, whichthon, O God, didſtgra- | 


| 


_ | yer praiſe him, whoisthe health of ny coun. 
| = . renance, | 


Verſe 9. 
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{ Hpeake to God in a ſoft.voice,; orina lowd ? 
| of, my heart;, nd my groaning ts not hid fron 


| to ſpeakeyyertthou knoweſt it :: though Þrhink 


| qIfeeleof thine arrowes fticking'in mee, then 


 ofmy heart; when TI want both thy gitts , and 


Meditations upon 
renance, and my God. Butwhar, neede was 
'therc of roaring? for what matterisit whether 


ſecingthouknoweft, O God, the very thoughts 
thee. Though I ſpcakenot, bur o6ncly rhinke 


not, bur onely groaneto think, yetthou know- | 
eſtit zand knowing theſe things, rhou knoweſt 
O:God, that my-gricfeis more forthy diſplea- 
ſure, then for-my wounds: lefſe for thepaine 


forthe unkindneſſe Itake at thy ſhooting them. 
at mee.. As the love with which thougiveſt, is 
more deare ro meethen thy gifts ſo the inger | 
with' which thou ſtrikeſt, 15moregricvous to 
mee thenthy rod: and alas, O Lord, how can 
I then chule bur roare through the unquictnes 


thy lovetoo, and yet:feele thy rod, Td, thine | 
anger r00? All my deſire, O Lord, ts ever before 
thee, and wg! 0aning s net hid from thee - but 

what availes it mee, that my deſire bce all be. | 
fore thce, if itbe natall torthice  whar avalls | 

it ines, thas my groaning be nothid from thee, | 
if it benoc mac tochee? If I defire any thing | 
beſides thee, that delire is from weaknelſe,and | 
then thou regardeſt itnor; if I groanctoany 
bur thee, that groaring is from vainneſſe, and 


then thou {eeſt it cot: Dae now that my defire 


is onely for thee; and my groaning onely to 
thee; now 1 knoW, thou both {celt and regar- | 
acſt 
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deſt them ; and I doubt for, O Too, but mee 


for them, 

But, alas, O Lord, ho not yet the whole 
chapter of my miſery ; for beſides this, My 
heart panteih, my (trerigth failethmee , andas 
for the light of mine eyes, that alſs is gone froms 
»1e, And what is my heart, but the foundation; 
what my ſtrength, butthe pillars: ? what mine 
cies, butthe windows of my building? If theſe 


then becruined, how can my whole building. | 


| chuſ- but bee demoliſhed ? My heart is nor! 
| wontto pant, butin ſome great 3goniez nor 
my ſtrength to fayle, bur in ſome great COn- 
flictz nor my fight to goe from mee, bur in! 
ſomc grcardiſaſier: how ercat then, alas, muſt 
my agonic bee, bow hardmy conflict, how 
gricvous my difaſter, when my heart, my 


ſtrength, my fight , all fayle mee at once ? | 


T:h eugh n'y heart panted, yer if my ſtrength! 
cont! ned, [ſhou)d havea ſupporr:'orthought 
my ſtrength fayled, yet if my ſight continued, 

I thould have a evide: burwhenthey all faite: 

land faile at onccs alas, O'Lord), howcarlT 
chuſc but fall, that have neither wp uh ro 
ſupport mee, noreyes to guide mee > Thou, 
O God, muſt ſay to my heart, bee of good 
cheere: Thou muſt ſay to my ſtrength, ] will 
beethy fortrefle : Thon muſt ſay to mineeies, 

I will bethy light: andthcn, andnot tillthen; 
ſhall T ever have caſe, or confidence, Or CON- 

{olation. 


Itis ſome comfort to menin miſery , when 


vv 2 they'| 


— 
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Medi 


- | ſo miſerableam I, thac Iamletcalone, as one 


| farreoff. Theyarecall piecesthat recoyle,and 


\|Isrhere uſe of friends, butin tim2ofneed, and 


ations upon 
they have their friends about them ; ifnot to 


relieve them, yeratfeaſt to pitty them: for e- 
venpitty,isa comfort'to men in miſery - bur 


] 


utterly forſaken. For even my lovers and friends 
ſtand aloofe from mee, and my kinſaen ſtand 4 


flie backe at the firſt voice of the powder. Yet | 
itisnorſo much mee they ſtand aloofe from, | 
as my ſore; for if it were not for my ſore, I 
ſhould have caough of their company, caily 
enough: burthey cannor abide ſores, their | 
eieSaretootender to enduretofeethem, and |} 
yet hard enough, not to relieve chem. Oris 
it they ſtand aloofe, thatis ſoneere,as toſhew, | 
they are willing enough toſee them ; bur yer | 
fo tarre off, asto ſhew, they have no meaning 
to come and helpetkem. Bur call you theſc 
loversand friends? Mea that flutter aboutus 
like flies, in the Summer of proſperity , but 
vanifh and aregonein the winter of adverſity ? 
Are friends bur painted flow2rs, onely far 
ſhew , and nothing atall for uſe? Oriftrue 
flowers, yet onely to make noſegayes of, and 


| 


Phyfitians but whenthere areſores; and when 
{ores come, will not they bee gotten to come? 


| . 
when need comes, will theythenbee gone? 


poralss O Lord, was it not ſo with Chriſt 


when there was na nzed; bur as ſoones as 14d 5 


| 


never to make medicine of? Is there uſe of 


imſelfe £ company enough, triends enow, | 


' COMmes 


| 
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comes with 2 band of men, ſcarſe a man found 
that wil] beegottentotarry : and ifthey uſed 
the Mafter ſo, can Ithatama ſcryant, looketo 


But ſay, you call them friends, yet howcan 
you call them lovers? for it is the nature of 
love, to bee readieſt at hand, when therebee 
troubles ar hand. Doth notthe Elme, alover 
| of the Vine, ſupport the Vine, when it elſe 
would ſinke downe and fall to the ground 2 
doth not the Vine ftick cloſetothe Elme, and 
ifthe Elm chanceto fall, chuſeth ratherto fall 
with it, then to forſake it * And ſhallnature 
doe this in trees, and ſhall not reaſon, ſhallnor' 
yertue, doit much morein men 2 orſhalltrees 


men bee caſhicred out of the number ? But 
this is the world ; they are called loyers and 
friends, of their faces, no otherwiſe then Ba- 
boones may bee called men: for whena day 
of triall comes, they are often found as farre 


from reaſon, and true underſtanding. And 
ſuch were my lovers and friends (alwaies ex- 
cepting 1o»4rhan: ) but Tlooked for betterar | 
my kinſmens hands: torthere isin them a pro- 
pinquity of nature , and nature will hardly be 
| kept from working :-yet ſuch is my unfortu- | 
[natneſſe, that in my behalfe, eyen nature her 
|ſelfe growes idle, and I findeas litrlecomfort 
\from my kinſmen, as from my other lovers 

and friends: and to ſay truely, rather lefle- 


bee better uſed ? 3 
| 


bee reckoned the reaſonable Creatures, and 


from friendſhip and truc love, as Baboones | 


for 


ee ee —.. 
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for where #5 luvens «bd friends ſtand but aloafe, | 
| my kinſmen ſtand afarre off: ' neicher of them 
[neereindeed, bur yet mykinſtaen tactartheſt 
oft: My lovers and triends Rand bur al-ote 
frommy ſore, as takirig ir perhaps'tora Nol;| 
| we taugere; burmy kinkinen itand afarre off, 
as taking'ir for no lefſe chen the very playue. 
My lovers and friends {ta14 alo»ie- from 
_ |myſore, asexp*Ring pertizps atime ofreco- 
very when they may comeonagaine; burmy 
kinſmen "ſtand afarre off, as never :ntending 
to hearken more after m*c. My lovers and 
friends ſtand a/oofe from my ſore, as fearing 
more my {orethenine, burmy kinſmen ſtand 
'afarre off, as tearing mee no lefſerhen my ſor: 
'and where my lovers and friends by ſtandinz 
aloofe. doebur violate the law of acontradt: d 
frieadthip: My kinimen by ftinding atarre 
of, violateev-nthelaw of natarall at2Rion: 
\Andis nor this 4 grievous thing, Th icthelaw 
ofreaſon, thelaw of friendſhip, the law of 14+ 
'turc({hallall bee broken, rather then I hall be 
relieved, or finde afli! tince?- Andinow, O! 
my oute; ſeeing thy lovers and friends, and ! 
| kinſmen prove all untoyall, unfatrhfull , and, 
| unnatural], . in whom alas canſt thou hope tor! 
| helpz.? Inwhom, O Lord, but on-lyinth:« os 
| forthou art aloyer incomparably moreloy; all, 
[then eicher rhe Vine to the Ele, or che 
Elmeroths Vine: Thou arca friznd inflaieely 
; more Fuithfill, thenzeither 1994thiu tg David, 
or Davidco Taathan; Tanu ata kinſtyin, bat, 
rache 


* _—_—_—_—_ 


| inſcandalls? -where.if fome bee:ready re de- 


| 


'xbe 128% Bala." 2 


ee 


Bur though to bee thus forſaken ,irejefed; 


then enough:for one man tobearez! yer. thisis 
not all the miſery I bcare, but #hey alfothat 
ſeet after my life lay ſnares for me : and they that 


ſeeke my hurt; ſpeake miſchicvous things, and 
imaginedeceit all the daylong. Isitnorenought 


hurt: andiris not enough, that they wiſh my 


| rathera father unſpeakably moretenderof thy | 
children, [then either Boaz of Reth.;) or Abras) 
am of his ene and onely.ſonne 1ſazs,n1 | boy | 


and even abhorred , by lovers, and friends; | 
and kinſmen ,; bee miſery enough; andimore| 


that my triends and kinſmen will doe 'mee nor] 
800d; butthere are orhers that will doe. mee |: 


| hurt, but they ſceke ro dbit; they hunt after 
| Mmec, as: aftcr 4 prey... attd: itis.no ſmallhurcr 


| docit by traud and deceit, whichis hot eafte 
ro bce avoided: for firſt, rhey [peake milchic- | 


— 


and they ſpend. nor, av houre: ortwo abourir, 
but they imaginedecett allthe dap.long. And 
alas, O Lord,'is this 2 world torhave: tafery 


viſe chem,others are as ready to belteve them? 
If there bee a 1ezabel to, plota talfe acculation, 
arctherenor clders10;pucic; nt execution 2nd | 
| N do 
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they ſeeketo doc mee; but they lay ſnaresfor.| 
my life: nothing bur-my lite will ſervetthem; | 
 and'they doe it not ſo much by-open violence; | 
_ | which cuighe perhaps beexwithſtood ;/buttbey | 


 yousthings, they raiſe ſcandalls, and .worke| 
 theworld to anill opinion of-mee 3; -and-then| 
they lye devilingof wairs how to cntrap meey | 


» ww 
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Vorſe 13. 


Meditations upon 
do1nor 1n this ſtill runne inthe ſame line with 

my Lord Chriſt Ieſus? For did notthe ſcribes | 
and Pharifees, firſt deviſe miſchievous things | 
againft him; and then the High-prieſts and | 
Rulers believe what they deviſed, and:execute 
what they believed £ And what, O Lord, do | 
Lallthis while £ doe I ſtand upon my guard, | 
and have an cyetotheir practiſes £ doc Iecke | 
rorepell cheir violenceby force,orto fruſtrate 

cheir fraud with circumfpeRion 2 Do [I cleerc | 
their ſcandalls wich apologies, or doTanfwer | 
their clamours with yociferations? God | 
knowes, none of alltheſe: I neither uſe armes } 
oftenfive, nor defenſive; all my doing is ſuffe- | 
ring, andallthe apology I make for my ſclfe, 


en I 


| and why ſhould 1 ſpecake, when ] knew before | 


is ilence; For as 4a deafe man, 1 heard not, and 


«5 4 dumbe man, 1 opened not my mouth : For 
why ſhould I hear, when I meantnot to ſpeak> 


hand I ſhould notbee heard” I knew by con- 
teſting, I ſhould but provoke them, and make 
them moercjguilty, that were guilty too much 
before. Irherefore thoughrtir better my ſeite | 
to bee filent, then ro ſer them a roaring, and | 
make them grow outragious. No doubt, a| 
great wiſcdome in David,to know thar, to be 
deafand dumb was in this caſe his beſt courſe, 
but yet a farre greater vertue, thatknowingit, 
heewasableto doit. Okhow happy ſhould we 
bee, if weecould alwaies doethat, which wee 
know isbeſt to bee done: and if our wills were | 
as readiero ad, as our reaſonis abletoenadc, 
wee 


—— 
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wee thould then decune many rocks wee now 
|runncupon; wee ſhould'then avoid manyer-| 
rours we now runacinto. To bee deafe, and 
dumb, are indeed greatinabiliries and defects, 
whenthey beenaturall; burwhenthey bevo- 
luncary , and I may ſay artificiall , they are| 
then great abilities, or rather perfe&ions.' 
They are rwo ſtemmes, upon which do grow | 
the excellent vertucs of patience and charity ; 
which though David ſhewed in himſelfein'a 
great meaſure, attheraylingof Sbjmei: yethe | 
could never ſo properly ſpeake them ofhim- 
ſelfe, as inthe perſon of Chriſt: for of him in- 
deed thefacred ſtory relates, that being ray»: 
led upon, andreviled, buffered andbeatenby 
| [the baſe multitude, yet as a fheepeled tothe 
ſlaughter, hee opened nor his mouth, but was 
| deafe and dumbeevento death. {aft } 
O grievous alteration! tranſcendent ay. 
nity { Hee that reſtored Creeples to health, 
and raiſed the dead tolife; now to bee depri- 
ved himfſelte ofthe chiefe faculties of life, both 
active and paſſive 2 Hethatmadethe deafers 
heare, and the dumberoſpeake: row himſelf 
neither toſpeake, norheare? A grievous caſe 
no. doubt to beeſo - and yetnodoubr, a juſt 
cauſe it ſhould beeſo: for it he had heard, he| 
| ſhould havehheard bar blaſphemies: andifhe 
| had ſpoken, he muſt have ſpoken but reproofs: 
and ſeeing blaſphemies were roo prophane for 
| his ſacxedearstohear, and reproofs too harſh 
for his milde rongueto utter : WE_ 
.... | if 
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« | ;-Andasmydcafcneſle and dumbeneſlz, have 


_ 


| Iſhall have a hearing beforethee, where thou 


| themſelves againſt mee: I ſhould betheir blind 


| rigus language 15 a provocation able to make a 
_ {dumbemantoſpeake, and TI may fay, ableto. 


_—_—— 


if he that madethe care, did himſelfenothear, 
whatmaryell; it hee that was the Word it (elf, 
did not ſpcakea word? . 


norptocetded from imbecillity, but from pa: | 
tience; da neither have they proceeded from 
feare, bur from revcrence: for why ſhould 1 
ſpeake, whenmy hope is in thee, O God, thar 
thou wilt ſpeak: why ſhould Ihear, when thou 
wilthearetormee & For alas, O Lord, when 1 
hear, theyſpeak what they lift,as either think» 
ing I cagnot controll them or not caring whe. 
ther can orna: but whe thou heareſt,they are 
gladiotake heed wharthey ſay;; for thouhaſt 
(cales to weigh theirwords, andif find rhem' 
light, power tocenſurethem. Why then ſhould 
Loffterro hear orſpeak,, when Iknoy ere long | 


ſhalt beethcir judge, and wilt be my advocate. 
And have Inot reaſon, till then, to conſecrate 
my cares andtonguetothee? It 15 truc, inju- 


looſentherongue of Creſus his dumbe ſonne: 
but hethatſo provoked, ſhould fall a ſpeaking, 
were very like to fall inſpeaking: foric isa lip. 
pery argument to beſpokenin: andifinſpeak- 
ing I ſhould ſlip neverſo lntle, Oh whatajoy 

it would beeto my enemies, they would ne- 
ver deſire better ſport , they would magnifie 


Sampſos-to make them merry, I.ſhould ſerve 


them | 
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them for aſtocke of derifion, Oh therefore; 
ſuffer mee not, O God, to ſuffer theſe indigni- 
ties; but dothou heare forme, do thou ſpeak 
| | formee:; for Lalas, amrendie to:balt-,and my. 

| ſorrow is continually. before. mee, "that if my 
ſlipping and falling, bee:a cauſeto mike mine: 


Bough: for how can Ichuſe but often fall, thar 


| makes me 1cannot ſee my way before me for 
 whatdoth more blind the eyes, and takeaway 
the fight, then ſorrow 2. 'Was it not ſorrow 
thathindred cHary Magdalen trom diſcerning 
Chriſt, whenſhee ſaw him atthe Sepulchre? 
And beſides, my halting isthe worſt kinde of 
halting thatisz for I comenot tot, as Jacob 
came. to his, by wraſtling with an Angel], 
which brought a bleſſing with it : but Icome 
toitas Mephiboſheth did, by theimbecillieyor 
incqualitieof my parts: For baving two feete 
| to g0c upon-, my reaſon, and my willz how 
can Ichaſe buthalt, when my willis fomuch 
[longer then my reaſon? and then,ifto the apt- 
nefſe of my falling, by reaſon of my halting, 
there: beeadded- the inadvertency ofthe: way, 
by zeaſon of my ſorrow : how can Ichufebut 
| cventrip at every ſtep Itake * that if mine e- 
nemies-rejoyce at my fallings , they are very: 
like to have their fill of rejoycing;z forifajuſt! 
| manfall ſeventimes a day, how often;alas;am: 
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enemies rejoyce, they may bee ſure of joy e- | 


[am of my (elfe ſo rcadie'to halt ? and ſpecially | 
when my ſorrowis alwaies before mee; thar | 


L.like to fall, that halt, I may rightly ſay, down: 
<8 \ N 3 


=: 
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| |ingthereisnoriſingfrom ſin,bur by c6feſſing 


 |ro God, though I was dumbero them z and I } 


| ]peniceace, and ratherſhew mee proud of my 
' [finne, then aſhamed of it. I willtherefore bee 


| [rriciongas my dectarationſhall reſtifie, thatrmy 


| Verſe 19. 


{| Meduartions w_ - | 


rightinfinne ? bur ler mine enemics re joyce 
to ſee mee fall as much as they pleaſe; this ſhall 
not hinder mee from ſceking to riſe: and ſce- | 


itz. 1 will therefore declare mine iniquitie, I 
will bee ſorry for my ſinne + T willdeclare mine | 
iniquity, thac my enemies may ſec, I can ſpeak | 
will bee ſorry for my finne , to make them ſee | 
{ how lictleT cnvie their rejoycing,that can take 
pleaſure in my own ſorrowing - for to declare 
mine iniquiries withour ſorrowing for my ſin, 
might rather beethoughtan oftentation then a | 


[ſorry for my finne, that my ſorrow mayrteftific 
for me, that my declarationnow is out of con. ' 


ts IM 


dumbneſſe before, was out of compaſſion. Bur 
[though I ſcorn mine enemies deriding, yet I 
am notinſenſtble of mine owne diſgrace: and 
[therefore hope that my ſpeaking now , ſhall 
ſupplymy dumbneffe before z and mike thee, 
O God, torakemy cauſe into thine owne hea- 
ring; and cicher coavert mine enemies , or 
= them. This indeed is\my hape, 


ugh I ſeas yer bur (malbfruit of my hope; 

” mincenemics are lively and ftrour, and they 
that hate wee'without & cauſe are mult iplied, T' 
looked forabarementofrheir rejoycing , and | 
they continue lively' ſtill: for abatement of | 
their power, andrhey cominue' as ftrong asec- 

ver:\ 


_.t _ - 
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| acauſe : as if one ſhould ſay z Theirhatredro| 
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ver: forabatement of their number, andthe 
arerather multiplied, and increaſe. Butthough | 
it bee ancafie matter for them to be lively, be- | 
ing ſo ſtrong as they arey and to bee ſtrong; 1 
being ſo many as they are: yet how cafie isit 3 
forthee, O God, by thy Spirit of life; croſttike 
a dumpinto their livelinefle; by thy Almigh- 1 
rineſſe, to ſuppreſle their ſtrength; by thy In - ; 
finitenefle, ro confound their number: and 
why then ſhould I bee afraid what mine ene- 
mics can doe unto mee? why ſhould I bee 
frighted with anarm of flcſh ? But thatwhich | 
is moſt ſtrange of all, chey hate mee without | //* 20: 


| 99 


| 
meets miraculous: aneffe, withour a cauſe : 
for what cauſe of hatred, where ſuch motives | _ | 
ot love? Iſccketodoethem good , I follow| | ' 
the thing that isgood, and yetthey hate mee. | 
And yetrhis is no wonder, for isit not ſayd, 
Out male agit, odit lucem ? They that doevill 
hatethelight? andifhaterthe light, howcan 
they chuſe but hate the children of light? That | 
itappeares to bee cauſe enoughto the wicked, 
to hatethe godly, ifthey diſcernein them but | 
anyſparkes of godlineſſe: andthen if this bee. 
| the caſe, that Imuſtetther bewicked my ſelfe, 
'orelſe bee hated of the wicked: I ſhallnever| 


| 


[ſtand long in making my choice, feeingl Gal} 
ever cireainly by their love fo decre.. Bur 
ſincethey aregenerations of vipers, and ren- 
der mee evillfor good: atleaft, O Lord, doe! 
nor thou forſakemee ;; be. not thou farre from 
% | | me; 


+. 
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Verſe 22, 


1 


\theristhisenough, O God, that chou = not 


|flownedle. may bee as prejudiciall to mee , as 


© God,make haſtealio; &be not faw:rthen 


Meditation. ons upon 


mee: 7 as log asthouarton ny fide, and. 
ſtaycit by tnee, whatthough the waters roare, 
and the-mountaines ſhake with the iwelling 
theref? 'Wharthoughthe balls of B{yſas com. . 
| paſſeme , and the (trongbulls beſetme round : 
(ceingithou art able todeliver mee fromcheir 
and fromthe hands of allthat hate me. 
Bur O my ſoule,thou maiſtcalllongenough 
to God, notto bee farre from thee , andallin 
vaine, if thou beefarre from him. Take heed 
therefore; itbce not found trucin thee; which 
hee ſomerimesſayd : This people draweth neere 
mcewith their lips, but their hearts are far from 
wee -, forifchou bee neere him onely with chy 
lips, {uchneereneſſe will dothee (; mall good- 
tis not the'netghbourhood of lips that/hee 
cares for : butifthou wile have him rtorrobe 
farretrom thee, rhou muſt bee carefull chat 
thy-heartbe not Faccefeom hin. Andyetnei- 


| 


farrefrom me, it thou ſtand bur onely lo king 
on, and makeſt not haſte ro helpe me: Thy 


thy/being farre oF; foralas, mine enemicsare 
readyito devouremec ” and the y thatſcekeat- 
trermy ſoule, make haſte. Daethoutherefore, 


miuat enemies :ncither lerthylove, gOuterun 
| bytheir hatred »But O myſoal, why {houldit 


thou [require God) ro LA ſich haſte, as| 
houghthgu wauldſtas it were furpriz:thim on |} 


Laos =_ = IT 


| . 


Wo 


(hou 


So me Oe " _— —— —— —_ — —_ —  —_—— -- ——— VE ORG RO ER, > SO OO —_— 


ſudiaing : ? Alas;iis God like'maa, that hoc 


% 


f”: too Palme. ] 


ſhould ſtand in need of time to conſider ? Are 
there Secunde cogitationes with him, as there 
are with men ? Is there any thing that can be 
ſuddaine, or unlookt for ro him £ Although 
therefore hee bee flowto anger, yet hee isne- 
ver ſlow to mercy ; but for ſhewing of mercy, 
heehath the wings of a Dove, and rides upon 
the winde. Andſceing, O God, thouart able 
and canſt doe it ; O ſhew thy ſelfe willing 
alſo, and be forward to doc it : Make haſte to 


help me, O Lord my ſalvation: Make haſte to 


would be lords of my deſtruction : or rather, 
make haſteto helpeme, O Lord, Thou 
that artmy ſalvation: for untill thou 
come, I am, alas, a ſervant of ſin, 
and a bondflave to Sathan, 
that would bee my 
| __ deftruction, 
® ey 


tt PRge —_—_ es 


| helpe me,that thou maift be Lord of my ſalya- 
| tions leſt Ifall into mine enemies hands, that | 


Bo 
# / ; 


